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DEVASTATING THANKSGIVING DAY FIRE
Just as most families were settling down for Thanksgiving dinner, 
one Hennessey family’s life changed forever when their home 
burned to the ground.

Hennessey firefighters responded to a house fire at 6688 Alice 
St. in Ike’s Acres, south of Hennessey on Thanksgiving morning at 
about 11:30 am. The home was fully engulfed when crews arrived 
and is considered a total loss.

Firefighters remained on scene until about 2 pm before returning 
to the station. Assisting agencies included the Kingfisher County 
Sheriff’s Department and LiFE EMS.

Thankfully, no injuries were reported. However, the Vinton Johnson 
III family lost everything in this devastating fire. In response, the 
Hennessey CAT Team has established an account at CSB Bank in 
Hennessey to accept monetary donations.

Donations can be made at CSB Bank, 525 N. Main St., Hennessey, 
OK 73742. Please note “Johnson family” on your contribution.
For questions, contact Jimmy Berkenbile at (405) 853-5071.
To donate items, contact Gina at (405) 853-0507 or Trish at (405) 
853-0618. Photo by AAH’s Jack Quirk.

Hennessey Firefighter Randy Bohnstedt sprays down the final embers during 
the Thanksgiving Day fire in Ikes Acres. 

Welcome Michael
What began as a small 
Facebook page called All 
About Hennessey has 
grown into a full-scale 
media company under 
the umbrella of The All 
About Network, reaching 
communities all across 
northern Oklahoma. This 
year alone, our combined 
platforms are on track to 
surpass 50 million views, a 
milestone that reflects both 
our rapid growth and the 
trust local businesses have 
placed in us.

With that growth comes the need to better serve our partners, 
so we are proud to announce the addition of our newest team 
member.

Michael Noak joins us with a remarkable background in corporate 
marketing and brand strategy. He served as Marketing Director for 
Advance Food Company for 14 years and spent another 11 years 
as Marketing Director for Atwoods Ranch and Home Corporation, 
both major Enid-based companies with statewide and regional 
reach. His experience leading large marketing teams and developing 
high-impact campaigns brings a level of expertise that is new to our 
organization and extremely valuable to the businesses we support.

As our new Director of Marketing and Sales, Michael will guide The 
All About Network into new opportunities that expand what we can 

http://interbank.com
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HENNESSEY VETERAN WAS HONORED AT OSU

Hennessey’s own Jack Toney traded in his normal seat at veter-
ans’ events for front-row treatment in Stillwater this weekend. 
Toney was selected as OSU’s “Veteran of the Day” for events on 
Friday and Saturday, where he received a personal tour of Okla-
homa State University, a photo op with the Cowboy mascot, and 
special recognition as the guest of honor at the ball game.

Toney is a Vietnam veteran who served with the Army’s legendary 
1st Cavalry Division. During his tour, he was wounded three times 
in just six months, earning three Purple Hearts. That alone would 
have qualified him to come home early, but he chose to stay and 
finish his full tour with his unit. In that same intense stretch of 
combat, he was promoted from E-1 to E-6 and went on to receive 
two Bronze Star Medals, two Army Commendation Medals, and 
the Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry with Silver Star. photos provided 

offer local advertisers. 
His focus will include:

Helping businesses 
increase visibility 
and sales through 
smarter, more strategic 
marketing

Developing custom 
plans tailored to each 
business’s exact needs

Integrating both digital 
and traditional media 
to create the strongest possible reach

Building campaigns designed to grow local customer bases, not 
just impressions

Michael is a native of Enid, graduating from Waukomis High 
School and a graduate of Oklahoma State University, holding 
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Journalism, Broadcasting, and 
Advertising. His passion for connecting communities and 
businesses makes him a perfect fit for our mission.
We are genuinely excited for what 2026 holds. With Michael’s 
leadership and the continued growth of The All About Network, 
our commitment remains the same: helping local businesses 
succeed, grow, and reach more customers than ever before.

Stay tuned, the best is yet to come! 
The All About Network is a production of KJ FilmWorks, LLC

Welcome Michael continued

http://mdenterprisesok.com
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Nearly fifty years ago, on a quiet winter morning northwest of 
Kingfisher, Oklahoma, the life of 63-year-old Mary Harrison was 
violently taken. On January 8, 1977, Mary, born Mary Hoshall, 
was found murdered in her rural home. The widow was known 
for her kindness and strength, and she had raised her children 
on the family farm after the early death of her husband. For two 
decades she served the community through her work with the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture Soil Conservation Service in Kingfisher, 
retiring just two years before her death.

Mary’s daughter, Marjorie, lived with her at the time. Marjorie 
was well known throughout the county for boarding horses, her 
involvement in 4H, and for teaching many local children to ride. 
Those who spent time in their home remember it as a warm, 
welcoming place filled with the everyday sounds of farm life, friends, 
and horses.

Mary’s murder was especially brutal, a crime investigators 
described as a rage killing. Over the years, serial killer Henry Lee 
Lucas falsely confessed to the crime, and charges were filed, but 
his confession was later debunked along with many others. The 
case was left without answers, and for nearly half a century it has 
remained cold.

Mary Harrison has not been forgotten.

Today, Oklahoma Cold Cases, Inc., a nonprofit dedicated to 
raising awareness of unsolved homicides, missing persons, and 
unidentified victim cases in Oklahoma, has selected Mary as their 

2025 to 2026 Case 
of the Year. Their 
mission is simple 
but urgent: bring 
Mary’s story back 
into the public 
eye and help find 
the truth before 
her case reaches 
its fiftieth year 
unsolved.

Working closely 
with the Kingfisher 
County Sheriff’s 
Office, Oklahoma 
Cold Cases is 
gathering information, interviewing Mary’s relatives, and seeking 
the status of evidence that may still be held by state investigators. 
Family members have shared stories, photographs, and memories, 
some joyful and some painful. The trauma from Mary’s murder has 
rippled through generations, but so has the love they continue to 
carry for her.

Many people in Kingfisher still remember Mary and Marjorie. 
They remember the horses, the lessons, and the open door of 
their home. Oklahoma Cold Cases believes that somewhere, 
possibly in the community, someone may hold information that 
could help solve her case. Even the smallest detail could matter.

Their slogan, “silence is betrayal,” reflects a truth Mary’s family 
has lived with for decades: someone out there knows something.

As the case approaches its fiftieth year, Oklahoma Cold Cases and 
the Kingfisher County Sheriff’s Office are asking the community 
to come forward with stories, memories, or information. Those 
who knew Mary or Marjorie, or who remember life on the 
Harrison farm, are encouraged to share what they know with the 
organization. If you want to include their Facebook page, which is 
where they share all of their cases and updates, it can be found at 
Oklahoma Cold Cases.

Mary Harrison was more than the way she died. She was a mother, 
a neighbor, a friend, and a woman who dedicated her life to her 
family and her community. Keeping her story alive is one step toward 
bringing justice to her and peace to those who still mourn her.

Information and photos provided by Oklahoma Cold Cases. 
#JusticeForMaryHarrison

MARY HARRISON: A Life Remembered, A Case Still Unsolved
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Obituaries
Fred Elmer Jones

The funeral for Fred Elmer Jones, 
74 will be at 3:00 PM Saturday 
November 29, 2025, at Dover 
Christian Church officiated by Colt 
Melrose. The family will receive 
guests at the church beginning 
at 2:00 PM for visitation. Private 
burial will take place at a later date. 
Arrangements are by Cordry-Gritz 
Funeral Home, Hennessey.

Fred was born in Perry, Iowa on 
February 20, 1951, to Claire Eugene 
and Marjorie Beulah Smith Jones 
and died Thursday November 27, 2025, at the Commons in Enid.

Fred attended Friends Bible College in Haviland, Kansas. There he 
met Sharon Binford, and the couple were married in 1971. Three 
children were born to this union, Michelle, Michael, and Melissa.

Fred later married Evelyn Kathryn (Rikli) Myers in Enid on 
December 31, 2011. They made their home in Dover for the past 
fourteen years.

He was a member of Dover Christian Church, and past member 
of the Hennessey Powder and String Club.

Following graduation from Friends Bible College, Fred was a 
youth pastor in Wichita, Kansas, then pastored churches in 
Elizabethton, Tennessee, Kansas City, Missouri, Salem, Iowa, 
Penrose, Colorado, Rough Rock, Arizona where he pastored on 
the Navajo Reservation. He then pastored in Cherokee, Dover, 
and Loyal, Oklahoma.

Fred was an avid outdoorsman who loved to hunt and fish. He 
began collecting and restoring Ford Model T’s, which transitioned 
into him becoming a machinist and rebuilding and restoring 
antique engines. Fred collected antique fishing lures. He was also 
a meticulous woodworker and later became a gunsmith.

Fred is survived by his wife Evelyn of the home; two daughters 
Michelle Morford and husband Kenny of Haviland, Kansas, 
Melissa Tucker and husband Marc of Bel Aire, Kansas, one son 
Michael Jones and wife Sarah of Woodward; two step-sons 
Heath Melrose and wife Lucia of Moldova, Europe, Colt Melrose 
and wife Lindy of Pearland, 
Texas;  grandchildren Alissa Tomberlin, Kylee Hunt, Jenna Cole, 
Zion Myers, Catelyn Jones, Caleb Jones, Cara Jones, Callie Jones, 
Gavin Tucker, Gabriel Tucker, Adriana Tucker, Rylie Tucker, Ariella 
Tucker, Eugenia Ermurachi, Vlad Ermurachi, Kathryn Melrose, 
Nova Melrose, Abigayle Melrose, Boston Melrose; three great-

grandchildren Kallen Tomberlin, Kassidy Tomberlin, Nehemiah 
Hunt; three sisters Gaynelle Kirkberg and husband Bruce, and 
Marilee Savage and husband Steven, and Marla Cole.

Fred was preceded in death by his parents, and one brother-in-
law Brian Cole.

Memorial donations may be made in his name to the Dover 
Christian Church Mission Fund with the funeral home serving as 
custodian of the fund.
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Speeding 1-10 Over		
Speeding 16-20 Over		
No Insurance			 
Speeding 1-10 Over		
Speeding 1-10 Over		
Speeding 1-10 Over		
Speeding 1-10 Over		
Expired Tag/Failure to Pay Taxes
Speeding 1-10 Over	
Speeding 1-10 Over		
Child Passenger Restraint		
Speeding 1-10 Over		
Speeding 1-10 Over		
Speeding 1-10 Over		
Speeding 1-10 Over		
Speeding 1-10 Over		
Speeding 1-10 Over		
Speeding 1-10 Over		
Speeding 1-10 Over		
Speeding 1-10 Over		
Speeding 1-10 Over	
No Driver’s License Issued	Allowing 
Unlicensed Driver to Drive	
Speeding 1-10 Over		
Speeding 1-10 Over		
Speeding 1-10 Over		
Speeding 1-10 Over		
Speeding 1-10 Over		
Speeding 1-10 Over		
Speeding 1-10 Over		
Speeding 1-10 Over		
Improper Equipment		
Speeding 1-10 Over		
Improper Equipment		
	

Vana, Loren Peter of Linden, CA	
Neilson, Justin of Hennessey, OK	
Neilson, Justin of Hennessey, OK	
Kubat, George of Oklahoma City, OK	
Morris, Shawn of Oklahoma City, OK	
Webb, Philip John of Drummond, OK		
Hau, Jennifer Marie of Waukomis, OK		
Hau, Jennifer Marie of Waukomis, OK		
Hernandez, Christian of Enid, OK		
Rojasescalera, Sergio of Petaluma, CA	
Shook, Jessica Linne of Enid, OK		
Darling, Dan Edward of Lamont, OK		
Winnie, Cynthia Lynn of Perkins, OK		
Myers, David Brent of Kingfisher, OK		
Schulte, George Joseph of Okarche, OK	
Tice, Austin Russell of Elgin, OK		
Sorimle, Atra Jorlang of Enid, OK		
Flanagan, Hunter Blake of Warr Acres, O	
Doucet, Donald James of Ringwood, OK	
Hall, Sandra Rene of Carrier, OK	
Patton, Jaden Andrew of Clinton, OK		
Martinez, Edgar of Oklahoma City, OK		
Martinez, Eblyn of Oklahoma City, OK		
Vaughn, Douglas Don of Kingston, OK		
Marrell, Scarlett of Oklahoma City, OK	
Olson, Alexis Jade of Carmen, OK		
Bush, Jamie Marie of Fairview, OK		
Reynolds, Eli Christopher of Norman, OK
Heley, James Allen of Stillwater, OK		
Hill, Ryan Christopher of Norman,OK	
Meek, Molly Grace of Canadian, TX		
Griffin, Preston Anthony of Edmond, OK	
Heitschmidt, Brianna of Forgan, OK		
McCook, Jacob of Enid, OK		
			   	

POLICE REPORT November 24 - December 1
Letter from Hennessey Police 
Department
Christian K. Solis, Chief of Police

To the Citizens of Hennessey,
As I mark my first year serving as your Chief of Police, 
I want to take a moment to express my deepest 
appreciation to this community. When I accepted 
this role, my goal was simple but important: to build, 
unify, and elevate the Hennessey Police Department 
so that our citizens could continue to feel proud of 
the agency that serves them. Over the past twelve 
months, the level of support, trust, and partnership 
you have shown has made that work not only 
possible, but meaningful.

This first year has brought tremendous progress, 
much driven by your encouragement and willingness 
to stand behind your police department. Together, 
we strengthened our rank structure, increased officer 
training, improved community outreach, expanded 
our reserve program, modernized equipment, and 
established a more unified department culture 
rooted in Community, Duty, and Integrity.

None of this was achieved alone. Our officers, 
reserves, town employees, local businesses, schools, 
and everyday citizens played a part in helping us grow. 
Every handshake, message, and word of support 
made an impact. You helped motivate a small but 
dedicated department to work harder, train more, 
and serve at a higher standard.

Most importantly, I want the people of Hennessey to 
know that your police department is committed to 
you. We will continue to build on this momentum, 
strengthening community relationships, increasing 
officer wellness and training, and working tirelessly 
to keep our town safe.

Thank you, Hennessey, for welcoming me into my new 
role, supporting this department, and believing in the 
direction we are headed. It is an honor to serve as 
your Chief of Police, and I look forward to continuing 
this mission with you in the years ahead.

With gratitude,
Christian K. Solis
Chief of Police
Hennessey Police Department
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UPCOMING EVENTS PROVIDED BY PIONEER

GoPioneer.com
405.375.8155

Wednesday, December 3
10 – 11am Littlest Patron Playtime

Thursday, December 4
12 – 1pm Lion’s Club Family Cafe
6 – 7pm JH BB vs Enid Waller (A)

6:30 – 7:30pm OK2A Meeting Vernost 

Friday, December 5
JH Wrestling @ Kingfisher (Day 1/2)

10am Library opens late
 (in-house training)

Saturday, December 6
JH Wrestling @ Kingfisher (Day 2/2)

5th/6th BB Hennessey Festival
OkMEA All-State Band Final Auditions

Monday, December 8
4:30 – 5:30pm Library Board

6 – 7pm Band Christmas Concert
6 – 7pm JH BB vs Enid Waller (H)
7 – 8pm School Board Meeting

Tuesday, December 9
4 – 5pm Teen Funtivities Club

Hennessey Public Library
6 – 7pm Hennessey Town Board Meeting

6:30 – 7:30pm Homecoming HS BB vs 
Hinton (H)

Wednesday, December 10
Hennessey Food Bank open 4-6pm
10 – 11am Littlest Patron Playtime 

Thursday, December 11
HS BB Mooreland Tournament (A)

JH Wrestling @ Geary
11AM – 12PM MISTLETOE MAGIC

Friday, December 12
HS BB Mooreland Tournament (A) 
HS Wrestling @ Newkirk (Day 1/2)

Saturday, December 13
HS BB Mooreland Tournament (A) 
HS Wrestling @ Newkirk (Day 2/2)

FFA-LEAD 360 Leadership Camp (Day 1/2)
Hennessey Smackdown Wrestling

HS Band - All-Area Honor Band Auditions

Sunday, December 14
FFA-LEAD 360 Leadership Camp (Day 2/2)

Monday, December 15
6 – 7pm JH BB vs OBA (A)

Tuesday, December 16
Mason Meeting at Coronado Lodge

1:30 – 2:30pm3rd/4th 
Music Program (1:30 & 6:30)
4 – 5pm Teen Funtivities Club

Hennessey Public Library
6:30 – 7:30pm HS BB vs Newkirk (A)

Wednesday, December 17
Hennessey Food Bank open 4-6pm

Elementary AR Event
10 – 11am Littlest Patron Playtime

Thursday, December 18
12 – 1pm Lion’s Club Family Cafe

6 – 7pm Christmas Chorus Concert

Friday, December 19
HS Wrestling @ Kingfisher (Day 1/2)

10am Library opens late (in-house training)

Saturday, December 20
HS Wrestling @ Kingfisher (Day 2/2)

Monday, December 22
Christmas Break - No School (Day 1/15)

Tuesday, December 23
Christmas Break - No School (Day 2/15)

4 – 5pm Teen Funtivities Club
Hennessey Public Library

Wednesday, December 24
Christmas Break - No School (Day 3/15)

CHRISTMAS EVE
NO PAPER 

Thursday, December 25
Christmas Break - No School 

CHRISTMAS DAY

Friday, December 26
Christmas Break - No School 

Saturday, December 27
Christmas Break - No School 

Sunday, December 28
Christmas Break - No School

Monday, December 29
Christmas Break - No School

Tuesday, December 30
Christmas Break - No School 

10:30 – 11:30am HS BB Scrimmage (H)
4 – 5pm Teen Funtivities Club

Hennessey Public Library

Wednesday, December 31
NEW YEARS EVE No Paper

The LOCAL plan that shares 
your Oklahoma values.

To learn more, call 918-594-5251 (TTY: 1-800-722-0353), 
Monday – Friday, 8 a.m. – 6 p.m., or visit ccokadvantage.com

Our Senior Health Plan options have the benefi ts you’re 
looking for in a Medicare Advantage plan, including:

CommunityCare is your Oklahoma choice for 
Medicare Advantage.

Senior Health Plan is an HMO plan and an HMO D-SNP plan with a Medicare and Medicaid 
contract. Enrollment in Senior Health Plan depends on contract renewal. The Senior Health Plan 
service area includes Adair, Canadian, Cherokee, Cleveland, Comanche, Craig, Creek, Delaware, 
Garvin, Grady, Haskell, Hughes, Kingfi sher, Latimer, Lefl ore, Lincoln, Logan, Mayes, McClain, 
McIntosh, Muskogee, Nowata, Okfuskee, Oklahoma, Okmulgee, Osage, Ottawa, Pawnee, 
Pittsburg, Pottawatomie, Pushmataha, Rogers, Seminole, Sequoyah, Stephens, Tulsa, Wagoner 
and Washington counties. Please call Customer Service at 1-800-642-8065 or 918-594-5323 
(TTY: 1-800-722-0353), Monday – Sunday and some holidays from 8 a.m. – 8 p.m. October 1 – 
March 31 and Monday – Friday from 8 a.m. – 8 p.m. April 1 – September 30.

H3755_2026 SHP RuralPrint 3_M*Other plans available.

$0 monthly premium*

$0 PCP copay

$0 Tier 1 drugs

Over-the-counter benefi t

Dental and vision

Coverage at home and 
when you travel

Fitness Plus Benefi t Card 
for choosing fi tness 
memberships and more

Local Oklahoma 
customer service

Annual Enrollment Period Ends December 7.

http://ccokadvantage.com
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October 15th was a truly special day for the Golden Eagles 
Senior Citizen Club of Hennessey as they took a memorable field 
trip to Oklahoma State University.

Dana Boutwell, with Choice Health at Home, led the group 
throughout the day they had the joy of exploring new technology 
and innovative resources designed to help seniors live more 
safely, comfortably, and independently in their own homes as 
they age. From smart home safety tools to everyday living aids, 
the experience offered an inspiring glimpse into the future of 
senior support.  

Community support played a huge role in making the day 
possible. A big thank-you to Jimmy Berkebile for being the 
absolute best driver, navigating the roads like a pro. And many 
thanks to First Baptist Church of Hennessey for the generous 
loan of their bus. It truly takes a small village to move a bus full 
of golden-hearted Eagles, and this one showed up big. 

One of the sweetest parts of the day was seeing the next 
generation’s involvement in giving back. A very special shoutout 
to Remington, who has been volunteering in senior outreach 
since the age of 8. Watching her grow up with a heart for serving 
seniors continues to be one of life’s greatest, proudest gifts.

THE JOURNEY OF JACKSONS OF KINGFISHER
For Casey Jackson, owner 
of Jacksons of Kingfisher 
Chevrolet GMC, the 
dealership is a family legacy 
rooted in hard work and 
Oklahoma grit. Casey grew 
up in Kingfisher, where his 
parents, Bruce and Linda 
Jackson, ran the County 
Chronicle and taught their 
kids the value of pitching 
in. When the paper was 
sold, Bruce stepped into 
the automotive world 
with encouragement from 
the late Mike Johnson, 
eventually purchasing 
Johnson’s of Enid in 1996. 
That move was made possible 
when the family sold their cotton farm.

Casey’s path took a detour through theater and Los Angeles 
before family pulled him back home. He worked nearly every job 
in the dealership, gaining a ground-level understanding of the 
business.

The Jacksons expanded again in 2018 by purchasing the 
Kingfisher dealership from the Dabrinski family. Under Casey’s 
leadership, it has become a regional standout, especially in fleet 
sales, shipping specialized vans nationwide.

Through industry changes and growth, Casey credits the people 
and community who shaped him. To this day, he sees the 
dealership as a blessing he intends to carry forward with integrity.

Casey Jackson owner of Jacksons of 
Kingfisher 

http://hartzellsheatair.com
http://farmerselec.com
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405-375-4220

surgenews.com

Thank you to our All About Hennessey Sponsors

http://surgenews.com
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