
-HENNESSEY’S HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER-

Volume 6 • Number 28 • Wednesday, July 12, 2023

The All AboutThe All About
HENNESSEY POSTHENNESSEY POST

FREE

FLYING HAS BEEN A 
DREAM SINCE SIX
Kaden Hawk, now 20, said it all started when he was 6 years old with 
a flight to Las Vegas. Kaden said, “I was hooked, I loved the feeling 
of flight and after that trip that was it, I wanted to fly.” It started with 
video games, then moved to Styrofoam planes, RC helicopters, and 
drones. Kaden said, “My first helicopter ride at a Dodge dealership in 
Enid really sealed the need to fly”. 

Kaden’s first venture into remote-controlled aircraft was with a 
helicopter from the mall, but it lasted only a short time. He soon 

upgraded to several 
other RC planes, 
eventually moving on 
to drones.

After graduating 
from Hennessey 
High School in 2021, 
he tried college at 
NOC with a major in 
mathematics and 
physical science but 
quickly realized that 
was not the path for 

him. At about this same time, the airlines dropped the requirement 
for a college degree for pilots making the point of entry easier. 

Kaden took his first “Discovery Flight” in Kingfisher on July 5, 2021, 
where you get to fly the plane for the first time. After that flight, he 
decided to take the next step and get his pilot’s license. The 40 
mandatory training hours were slow going due to the cost and limited 
availability of aircraft coupled with inclement weather.

Most of Kaden’s flight hours were logged in a Cessna 172 at Wrenn 
Aviation in Enid. Kaden said, “Taking breaks between lessons was 

continued on page 2

PAVILION WORK BEGINS
Construction on the new John 
Deutschendorf Memorial Pavilion 
has officially begun! The pavilion 
is located one block off Main St., 
on West 1st street. The first step in 
the construction process involves 
removing all of the old foundations 
and concrete from buildings that 
were demolished years ago. Bryan 
Burch, Wastewater Supervisor 
with the Town of Hennessey, has 
been hard at work over the past 
few days, pulling up concrete in 
preparation for the upcoming dirt 
work.

Once the groundwork is complete, 
Lightle Sand & Construction will donate the fill dirt needed to raise 
and level the structure location. David Fuksa’s F5 Construction will 
then build the pad site in preparation for concrete. The town, along 
with Lightle’s, Fuksa’s, and Hennessey Metal Buildings, is generously 
donating their time to make this project possible.

The John Deutschendorf Memorial Pavilion will be a fitting tribute to
the late metal building contractor, from Hennessey. This project is 
part of the Discover Hennessey Program developed by All About 
Hennessey. 
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GAS LEAK EVACUATES BANK
Thursday morning, July 6th at about 9 am all of the employees at 
the Community State Bank were asked to evacuate the building by 
Oklahoma Natural Gas.  Bank Manager Carl Storm said, “There was 
a strong smell of gas inside the bank.”  ONG crews located a leak in 
the utility easement behind several residents behind the bank and 
worked to make a repair.  The Bank was able to reopen at about 1 pm 
after being closed for 4 hours. 

OMEGA SOFTBALL AT NATIONALS 
IN BRANSON, MO

Four talented softball players from Hennessey joined forces with 
players from neighboring towns, including Waukomis, Ringwood, 
Tonkawa, Blackwell, and Enid, to form a team called Omega. This 
team competed in the 14u C National Championship Series in 
Branson, MO, where they faced off against 35 teams from across the 
country. In the end, Omega emerged as the runner-up, an impressive 
feat considering the tough competition they faced.

Although Omega’s stats on the USA app were not particularly 
impressive, they proved that heart and determination are far more 
valuable than numbers. Many opposing coaches considered Omega 
to be a “dark horse,” but the team’s unwavering spirit and resilience 
helped them overcome the odds.

It’s worth noting that out of the 35 teams that competed, the final 
two were both from Oklahoma, and four of the top eight teams were 
from the state. This is a testament to the talent and dedication of 
Oklahoma’s young athletes.

hard, I couldn’t get the landings 
down. I came back after about 
4 or 5 months with a new flight 
instructor and landed on the 
first try perfectly.” 

The next hurdle was the check 
ride to get a license. Kaden said, 
“You have to book in advance. 
It just kept raining and we had 
to reschedule 3 times. The 
test kept getting pushed back 
and I kept forgetting stuff. I 
had to learn everything, then 
wait 3 weeks. Did that 3 times 
and finally passed the test on 
May 30, 2023. This was by far 
the hardest thing I have ever 
done.”  

Now that he has his private 
pilot’s license, the next steps 
include getting his Instrument 
rating, Commercial, Multi-
Engine, and becoming a CFI (Certified Flight Instructor).  The final 
step will be to obtain his “ATP” (Airline Transport license) which 
requires 1500 hours of flight time. To get these certifications, Kaden 
has enrolled in the ATP flight school in Oklahoma City where he will 
spend the next 7 months of college-like training. Kaden said, “They 
have a great cadet program that pairs you with airlines when you’re 
ready.” 

The overall goal for Kaden is to fly cargo for FedEx or UPS but would 
also be interested in passenger airlines as well. Meanwhile, Kaden is 
working for Chris Pribil’s farming operation this summer with hopes 
to be flying commercially by the age of 25. 

Flying has been a dream continued

http://www.allabouthennessey.com
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By Sara Jane Richter

If anything has survived 130 years, it obviously has a rich history.  The 
two-story Ranch Room at 110 North Main Street indeed possesses 
a rich history.  The repository of that history is one fellow—Scotty 
Hajek, Hennessey’s unofficial town historian.  If it happened or lived 
in Hennessey, Hajek knows all about it.
The Ranch Room is unassuming-looking on the outside, but the 
interior of the long, narrow building tucked between the space that 
used to house the Ortman Theater and is Terry’s Pump and Supply 
oozes with mementos of its past—movie posters and lobby cards, 
yellowed newspaper clippings and dented metal signs, Hennessey 
High School memorabilia and the painting of the Pat Hennessey 
Massacre, letters and canceled checks, record albums and faded 
photographs.  With 130 years under its belt, lots of memories should 
decorate the interior.
 Hajek currently owns the Ranch Room 
and serves as the fount of information about 
this Hennessey icon.  He held court behind 
the cattle brand-encrusted bar while I sat on 
the other side, pen in one hand and a beer in 
the other.  He commenced talking and offered 
detailed information about the building since 
its initial construction.  
Built in June 1893, the building pre-dates the 
1893 Cherokee Strip Run and certainly pre-
dates statehood, so it’s seen everything that 
the community and the State of Oklahoma 
has done since.  Fred Fromholz had the 
vision to build the building which served initially as the Clipper Drug 
Emporium.  It shared the name of “Clipper” as the town newspaper 
was headquartered in a building across the street and was owned by 
the same person, a Mr. Campbell.
 Two years later, William Parks purchased the building and 
moved the drug store portion south of where Annie’s Flowers is today.  
After the drug store left, Mrs. C.H. Kemper established a millinery 
shop (a ladies’ hat store) there.  Her husband, C.H. Kemper, became 
Hennessey’s first mayor.  Their son, Charles, was born—probably 
in the millinery store that doubled as their home too—in 1900 and 
became a rather well-known Hollywood character actor in the 1930’s 
and 1940’s until his death in 1948.  
 Not long after, City Drug Store moved in to share the space with 
the hat store.  E.P. Clark set up a short order café on the second floor.  
In addition to the café, Clark rented rooms—about 20—to long-term 
or short-term guests.  In the back of the second floor, Dr. Champion 
had his professional office and saw many patients.
 Notoriety moved in too at the turn of the century, for a painter 
named David George rented a room in the upstairs hotel.  He 
eventually moved to Enid and committed suicide in a rented room 
above what is now Garfield Furniture Store.  On George’s deathbed 
in 1903, Dr. Champion heard the man confess that he was actually 
John Wilkes Booth, President Abraham Lincoln’s assassin in 1865.  
The veracity of this story has never been proven absolutely, but the 
tale has garnered a following of many folks who believe that indeed 
Booth lived as George for many decades.
 In 1903, Frank Ratliff put a grocery store in the front of the 
building and a cigar factory in the back of the building.  Ratliff’s cigar 
advertising bragged that all of his cigar rollers had “clean hands.”  
Ratliff was taken with the newfangled horseless carriage and
purchased the first automobile in Hennessey.  He liked the vehicle so 

much that he established the Hennessey Motor Company and gave 
up on the grocery and cigar businesses.  
 In the end of the first decade of the 20th century, the Ranch 
Room became Hennessey’s first theater, the Novelty Theater, which 
featured silent movies; however, it closed by 1910.  After the theater’s 
closure, another grocery store occupied the space, first owned by J.E. 
Gilbert and then by the Fry Brothers.  The brothers sold the enterprise 
to E.C. Moore in 1921, but he soon sold out to Noble Young who ran a 
mercantile store from 1921 until 1935.  
 An early oil supply company operated by the Knox Oil Company 
had the store from 1935 until 1945 when the space became an 
automobile parts store.  During this decade, P.C. Clark had a real 
estate company on the second floor.  Dr. Woolwine, a dentist, shared 
some of the upstairs space with Clark.
 The Ortmans, Hutoka and Garwood, purchased the building 

in 1945; they owned the theater directly to the 
south.  Mrs. Ortman wanted to remodel the 
building to resemble saloons seen in popular 
Old West movies of the day.  She dubbed the 
space The Ranch Room.  Therefore, she had 
wood paneling installed over the interior walls.  
Mrs. Ortman herself burned the brands in the 
front of the bar.  The Ortmans’ son attended 
college in California, so the whole family 
moved to the West Coast, but returned once 
Gaylord had graduated.  
 During the family’s absence, Ranch Room 
Drug Store occupied the space; it was owned 

by Cecil and Kathryn Enix; Kathryn happened to be Mrs. Ortman’s 
sister.  (Mrs. Enix’s piano on which she taught many Hennessey 
young people to play stands on the south side of the Ranch Room 
today.)  The drug store sported a soda fountain and a dance floor 
until it became another oil field supply store in 1960.  Four years 
later, Jean Walter, who with her husband Art operated the Hennessey 
Clipper newspaper, purchased the building and opened the Tot Shop, 
a children’s clothing store.  Beginning in 1982, Penny Turner ran the 
Tot Shop.  The second-floor hotel/rooming house closed in the early 
1970’s.  The last resident to vacate the premises was Helen Vculek 
who worked at 4-T’s Grocery for many years.  
 By 2008, the clothing store had closed, and the future looked 
bleak for the Ranch Room.  An auction was held to dispose of the 
furnishings and the building.  Scott Hajek purchased the building at 
that time.  He opened the Ranch Room as a teen recreation center 
until 2014 when Wes and Meagan Hardin moved in to build their 
winery business—Vernost Wine.  (“Vernost” translates to “trust” in 
Czech.)  
 The Ranch Room remains a vibrant part of Hennessey with its 
wine bar which doubles as a venue for weddings, reunions, dances, 
community or family events, or live music on weekends. After 130 
years, the Ranch Room stands as a testament to the history of a 
community even before the community existed.  It has worn many 
hats, served many purposes, housed many ventures, and seen many 
people open that front door.  In a dark, old-fashioned building, the 
history of Hennessey is kept alive by the local historian who cared 
enough about his community and this building to learn about it, who 
memorized the stories, and who shares his knowledge with those 
willing to sit and listen, reflect and revel in the history of a small 
town in central Oklahoma.  The Ranch Room really is the heart of 
Hennessey, and thankfully, Scotty won’t let us forget that.

Hennessey’s Ranch Room:  Been Here, Been That

http://www.allabouthennessey.com
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The funeral for Francisco Oviedo 
Marquez, 61 will be at 10:00 
AM Friday July 7, 2023 at First 
Baptist Church officiated by 
Sergio Ortega. Burial will follow 
at Hennessey Cemetery under 
the direction of Cordry-Gritz 
Funeral Home.

Viewing will be at the funeral 
home Thursday July 6, 2023 
from 9:00 AM until 7:00 PM. 
Visitation will begin at 8:00 PM 
Thursday at the Concept Event 
Center south of Hennessey.

Francisco was born in 
Sainapuchic, Chihuahua, Mexico on October 4, 1961 to Eleazar and 
Amalia Marquez de Regaldo and died Sunday July 2, 2023 at Integris 
Baptist Health Center in Oklahoma City.

He married Concepcion Teran in Hennessey on February 27, 1983. 

Francisco is survived by his wife Concepcion of the home; two sons 
Randy Marquez of Andrews, Texas, Eric Marquez and wife Meagan of 
Norman; one daughter Elizabeth Marin and husband Miguel Angel; six 
grandchildren Isabella, Valentine, Aylie Joy, Juliette, Gabriel Benjamin, 
Elex Angel; two sisters Luz Odil Marquez, and Ivon Marquez.

He was preceded in death by his parents and one brother.

Obituaries

 Francisco Oviedo MarquezGarry Humphries

DOVER -God called one of his Angels home today. Garry Humphries 
left us on Monday July 3, 2023 to be in his beautiful new home with his 
sister Tricia and his Heavenly Father.

Although he left his dad, mother, 
sister and brother, we will miss 
him so much. We all know he will 
be happy in his new home.

Garry had a lot of family and friends 
that that will miss him everyday. 
Garry’s smile and willingness to 
help and just have a laugh that’s 
what some needed. He wasn’t 
perfect—none of us are. God knows 
that (but some think they are!)

Garry had a big heart and a helpful 
soul. It’s our sad loss, but rest for 
Garry. His big heart needed rest. 
Son, we will miss you so much.

Services will be at 10:00 AM Saturday July 8, 2023 at Dover Christian 
Church officiated by Jimmy Berkenbile. Burial will follow at New Home 
Cemetery under the direction of Cordry-Gritz Funeral Home, Hennessey. 

Memorial donations may be made in Garry’s name to the American 
Heart Association with the funeral home serving as custodian of  the 
fund.

FLOWERS FOR NO APPARENT REASON
Looking for the perfect way to show your love and appreciation? Look no further than Annie’s 
Flowerhouse! Our selection of flowers, plants, and balloons are perfect for any occasion, 
whether it’s a “just because” surprise, a heartfelt appreciation, a message of sympathy, or a 

wish for a speedy recovery.

We offer a wide variety of options for all of life’s special 
moments, including anniversaries, weddings, birthdays, 
retirements and funerals. Our florists will work with you to 
create a custom arrangement that perfectly captures your 
message and expresses your sentiments.

At Annie’s Flowerhouse, we believe that every moment is worth 
celebrating, and we’re here to help you do just that. So why wait? Send 
your love today with Annie’s Flowerhouse! 

107 S Main, Hennessey  405-853-7144

http://www.allabouthennessey.com
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Failure to Maintain Proper Lane  $197.00  
Whetstone Harrison, Jose Garibaldi of El Reno, OK  
Speeding 1-10 Over   $185.00  
Carpenter, Amber Dawn of Enid, OK   
Speeding 11-15 Over   $212.00  
Cornell, Brian James of Edmond, OK   
Expired Tag/Failure to Pay Taxes Due to State $265.00  
Cornell, Brian James of Edmond, OK   
Speeding 11-15 Over   $212.00  
Berner, Helen Denise of Miami, TX   
Improper Equipment   $90.00  
Regalado, Abdiel of Hennessey, OK   
Failure to Stop at Stop Sign  $197.00  
Moreno, Amy Susanna of Hennessey, OK   
Speeding 1-10 Over   $185.00  
Salisbury, Charles Durwood of Perkins, OK   
Speeding 1-10 Over   $185.00  
Freeman, Paul Morris of Texhoma, TX   
Speeding 16-20 Over   $227.00  
Snow, Dalton Lee of Stillwater, OK   
Speeding 1-10 Over   $185.00  
Hietpas, Jessica Ann of Sepulpa, OK   
Speeding 11-15 Over   $212.00  
Oakes, Paul Lawrence of Guymon, OK   
Failure to Obey Official Traffic Control Device $197.00  
Oakes, Paul Lawrence of Guymon, OK   
Speeding 1-10 Over   $185.00  
Cook Jr, Earl Ray of Stillwater, OK   
Speeding 1-10 Over   $185.00  
Williamson, David Ray of Oklahoma City, OK   
Speeding 16-20 Over   $227.00  
Matos, Miguel David of Oklahoma City, OK   
Expired Tag/Failure to Pay Taxes Due to State $265.00  
Matos, Miguel David of Oklahoma City, OK   
Expired Tag/Failure to Pay Taxes Due to State $265.00  
Ledbetter, Anita Louise of Hennessey, OK   
Speeding 1-10 Over   $185.00  
Montes Silva, Karina of Hennessey, OK
Improper Equipment   $90.00  
Penaromero, Cesar Eduardo of Los Angeles, CA  
Improper Equipment   $90.00  
Bishop, Solomon Timothy of Enid, OK   
Speeding 1-10 Over   $185.00  
Ramirez Fuentes, Israel of Cleo Springs, OK   
Speeding 1-10 Over   $185.00  
McWilliams, Jeromy Wayne of Lubbock, TX  
Speeding 1-10 Over   $185.00  
De Bojorquez, Raquel Ivonne of Hennessey, OK  
Speeding 11-15 Over   $212.00  
Garrett, Greyson Glen of Geary, OK   
Speeding 11-15 Over   $212.00  
Yung, Chai Kang of Brooklyn, NY   
Improper Equipment   $90.00  
Yung, Chai Kang of Brooklyn, NY   
Failure to Maintain Proper Lane  $197.00  
Garcia, Christian Ivan Casarola of Hennessey, OK  
Change Lanes Unsafely   $197.00  
Garcia, Christian Ivan Casarola of Hennessey, OK  
No Insurance    $180.00  
Garcia, Christian Ivan Casarola of Hennessey, OK  
Expired Tag/Failure to Pay Taxes Due to State $265.00  
Garcia, Christian Ivan Casarola of Hennessey, OK  
No Drivers License Issued   $365.00  
Garcia, Christian Ivan Casarola of Hennessey, OK  
Failure to Yield to Emergency Vehicle $265.00  
Garcia, Christian Ivan Casarola of Hennessey, OK  
Speeding 11-15 Over   $212.00  
King, Ronald Wayne of Kingfisher, OK  
 

Incidents 
07/03/23 - Civil dispute 
07/03/23 - Minor traffic accident without injury
07/06/23 - Mental health evaluation

POLICE REPORT 
JULY 3-10, 2023

FOOTBALL FIELD PAVILION
The HHS Football field pavilion construction began Monday, July 10, 2023 as Daniel Construc-
tion broke ground in preparation for the concrete floor.  The pavilion will be constructed by 
Hennessey Metal Buildings and will include a covered area west of the concession stand for 
events and tables.

MAIN ST POWER OUTAGE
Last Thursday, July 6th at about 8:30 am the west side of Main St lost power knocking out ser-
vice to all the businesses between 2nd Street and Hwy 51. All of the restaurants in that area had 
to close and wait out the repairs.  OG&E arrived at 10:30 am and restored power shortly after. 
No reason was given for the power failure.  The Hennessey Police directed traffic at Main and 
Oklahoma until the Street Department arrived with a 4-way stop sign. 

http://www.allabouthennessey.com
http://gopioneer.com
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Wednesday, July 12
10 – 11am Littlest Patron Playtime 

Thursday, July 13
12 – 1pm Lions Club Meeting at Family Cafe

6 – 7pm Town Board Meeting

Saturday, July 15
Senior Citizen Center Fish Fry Fundraiser

Monday, July 17
6:30 – 7:30pm JH/HS Softball Pictures

Tuesday, July 18
Mason Meeting at Coronado Lodge

4 – 5pmTeen Funtivities Club
Hennessey Public Library

Wednesday, July 19
10 – 11am Littlest Patron Playtime 20

Thursday, July 20
12 – 1pm Lions Club Meeting at Family Cafe

Friday, July 21
10am Library opens late (in-house training)

Tuesday, July 25
4 – 5pm Teen Funtivities Club Library

Wednesday, July 26
10 – 11am Littlest Patron Playtime 

Thursday, July 27
12 – 1pm Lions Club Meeting at Family Cafe

Tuesday, August 1
4 – 5pm Teen Funtivities Club

Hennessey Public Library

Wednesday, August 2
10 – 11am Littlest Patron Playtime 

Thursday, August 3
12 – 1pm Lions Club Meeting at Family Cafe

6:30 – 7:30pm OK2A Meeting
Vernost Wine Co

Friday, August 4
10am Library opens late 5

Upcoming
 Events

http://www.allabouthennessey.com
http://www.gopioneer.com
http://allabouthennessey.com/newspaper
http://allabouthennessey.com/newspaper
https://tickets-center.com/search/stride-bank-center-tickets/?venueId=11198&venueName=Stride+Bank+Center&tagid=217&atid=30001&customExportId=20190430-100529&nid=1&accid=9493575329&campaignid=284378762&cid=589908293941&akwd=stride%20bank%20center%20events&mt=p&network=g&dist=s&adposition=&device=c&ismobile=false&devicemodel=&placement=&target=&random=8585669868798939874&loc_physical_ms=9026189&loc_interest_ms=1024192&exid=&fiid=&vx=0&gclid=CjwKCAjw-7OlBhB8EiwAnoOEk0A6OPGWB0AxupYnYqcsFAAXxpAa2-ElUI2DVz2Xuuf_WEbnMdVO0hoCcdwQAvD_BwE
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  Have something 
for the paper? 

Contact angie@kjfilmworks.com

HENNESSEY LISTINGS
HIRING EXPERIENCED 
HOT OILER OPERATOR 

OR PUMP TRUCK 
OPERATING THAT HAS 
HAZMAT WILLING TO 

LEARN
This job requires Hazmat We 
work 12 hour shift beginning 
at 7am & 7pm. Works Monday 
- Friday Benefits: 401K with 3 
% match after 1 year
BCBS offered • 40 Hours paid 
time off after 6 months • 80 
Hours paid time off after 1 
year Overtime pay after 40. • 
Double pay on major holidays 
• Last Operator was on pace to 
make $100k this year. We have 
1 spot open in trailer houses. 
1 Camper spot available Job 
Type: Full-time

Pay: $26.00 - $27.00 per 
hour Benefits:401(k) 401(k) 
matching • Dental insurance 
• Health insurance • Paid time 
off • Vision insurance
Choate Oilfield Services  580-
402-0272  To Apply in Person  
6388 N 2860 Rd Hennessey OK

GOLDEN CHICK IN 
HENNESSEY

Is now hiring ALL SHIFTS
ALL POSITIONS 

Apply at restaurant   
618 N Main Street 

Farmers Electric 
is Hiring

Journeymen Electricians 
go to farmerselec.com 
or call 405-853-2597 to 
apply today!

HENNESSEY NURSING 
& REHAB

CMA - Full time, weekdays
CNA – Full time, weekend 

doubles,  6/2 & 2/10
Contact Jill or Sugey 
for more information.

 
Dietary – full-time position

Contact Reda 
for more information.

405-853-4390

HENNESSEY PD IS HIRING 
FOR A FULL-TIME OFFICER

The Hennessey Police 
Department is accepting 
applications for a full-time police 
officer.  Must be at least 21 years 
old, no felony convictions, crimes 
of moral turpitude or convictions 
of domestic violence.  CLEET 
certification is desired but 
not required.  Competitive 
salary and benefits package.  
Most equipment provided.  
Applications can be obtained at 
the police department Monday 
- Friday 7:00am - 5:00pm, 110 
East 2nd Street, in Hennessey.  
The Town is an equal opportunity 
employer.  (405)853-7130

Gaviotas Mexican Grill 
is looking for Servers! 
Monday-Saturday if 

you’re interested in more 
information or applying 
you can visit Gaviotas at 

122 N Main St!

http://www.allabouthennessey.com
mailto:angie%40kjfilmworks.com?subject=
https://www.seaboardfoods.com/careers
http://farmerselec.com
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https://allabouthennessey.com/familycafe/
https://www.facebook.com/hennesseyseptic
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100070510027781
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100063007460733
https://www.quickpumpservice.com
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057314274283
http://www.mowersok.com
https://www.airbnb.com/rooms/44570443?source_impression_id=p3_1676917431_T1NbXWeShJKEEv6j
http://www.tmems.com
https://www.lippardauctions.com
https://www.heritagerxhennessey.com
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