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TRUSTEE PRACTICES AND 
PUBLIC COMPLAINTS
At the June board meeting, the 
trustees of the town discussed 
their duties and responsibilities, 
especially regarding how to 
handle complaints from the 
public. Bert Gritz, a town trustee, 
suggested that individuals with 
complaints should first take 
them to Town Hall. If the issue 
is not resolved, it should then be 
brought to the town board as a 
whole, rather than approaching 
individual trustees.
However, David Jones, another 
town trustee, disagreed with 
this approach and stated that he 
wants to handle things that are 
brought to his attention. There 
was a debate about micromanaging and what constitutes a personnel 
issue and whether it should be discussed in executive session. David 
then suggested inviting a state representative to the July meeting, 
which everyone agreed was a good idea.

At the July meeting, Mick Dodson, General Counsel with the Oklahoma 
State Auditor & Inspectors office was invited to speak about the 
duties and privileges of board members. He emphasized that board 
members have certain privileges that the public does not, such as 
access to records and law-enforcement body cam videos. 

Dodson stressed the importance of making all records open to the 
public, including body cam footage and anything else that falls under 
the category of open records. It’s crucial to ensure that the public 
has access to information that affects their community. The handling 
of confidential information by board members was also discussed, 
and it was emphasized that they would be held accountable for their 
actions.

continued on page 2

BUSINESS NETWORKING EVENT	

About 30 business people from 
Hennessey and the surrounding 
areas came together Monday 
night, July 17th, at the Hennessey 
Mercantile for the 3rd All About 
Hennessey Business Networking 
Event. Mercantile owner, Stacy 
Cline, kicked off the evening with 
the history and development of 
how the Hennessey Mercantile 
came to be. Stacy said, “I went to 
the bank and said it’s that building 
that the roof fell in on!” Several 
years ago when the building was 
vacant the roof caved in. The 
building was restored and is now 
a bright spot at the corner of Main and Oklahoma in Hennessey.  

Jack Quirk, founder of All About Hennessey, spoke to the group about 
the importance of being creative with marketing and the need for a 
sales-ready website. Quirk also made a point of encouraging the 
audience to get involved in our community. Quirk said, “If everyone 
did one thing, and worked with others, big things can happen in our 
small town.” Quirk also updated the group on the progress of the 
Discover Hennessey project which includes the new Pavilion on West 
1st Street, the QR Code program, new park signage, and preparing the 

sidewalks throughout 
Main Street to hold 
flags. 

Tim Riddle, President 
of the Hennessey Lions 
Club, spoke briefly 
about the club’s plan to 
offer American flags for 
sale that they will put 
up 4 of 5 times a year 
during holidays and 
special events. 

continued on page 3

Mick Dodson, General Counsel with the Oklahoma 
State Auditor & Inspectors office
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Trustee practices continued....

The discussions at the board meeting highlighted the importance of 
transparency and accountability. However, it also brought to light that 
records are currently not easy to find, especially for new employees 
who are not familiar with where to find certain records. The board 
began discussing ways to organize the files. David Jones suggested 
viewing the records on a shared drive, which is visible to the public. 
He proposed doing a presentation at the next meeting to show this 
way of sharing requested records as done by Guthrie and Crescent.

STEPHANIE VALLES REPRESENTS HENNESSEY AT SWOSU

Stephanie Valles represented Hennessey Middle School at the 
SWOSU band camp and received several honors for her outstanding 
performance. Stephanie was named the Most Improved Musician 
and Outstanding Band Member at the camp. She was also First Chair 
in Clarinets for Middle School, a remarkable achievement.

We’d like to congratulate Stephanie on her achievements and wish 
her continued success in the future. 

NEW/DIFFERENT POLICE CAR
Almost a year ago the town had to make a decision as to what make 
the much-needed new police car would be. Apparently, white Ford 
Explorers with the police package are hard to come by. The choices 
were to wait for a white Explorer with a delivery date of up to 2 years 
that would match all the others or a Black Chevrolet Tahoe that ac-
tually had a delivery date.  They chose the black Tahoe and it arrived 
this week. Hennessey Police Chief Arron Pitts said, “It is all wired and 
ready for the lights and other things we need and will go to the out-
fitter next week to have it all installed.” The Tahoe is larger than the 
Explorer making it more comfortable after everything is added. At the 
time the board made the decision to go with Chevrolet, there was 
a lengthy conversation about Ford’s durability.  Pitts told the board 
that the Fords transmissions start having trouble after 80,000 miles. 
The new car will have the graphics installed by Royal Signs when it 
returns from the outfitter.  

http://www.allabouthennessey.com
http://mdenterprisesok.com
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Network event continued

Ramon Renteria, Hennessey native and Travel 
Promotion Marking Consultant with Travel OK, 
addressed the need for promoting your business 
and events. Ramon detailed all of the free 
services the Oklahoma Tourism & Recreation 
Department offers and the impact it can have. 

Food and beverages were provided by Hennessey 
Mercantile and included a sampling of many of 
the products that are sold in the store. Many of 
these items were locally sourced or were from 
Oklahoma producers.   

The Next All About Hennessey Business 
Networking Event is tentatively scheduled for 
October. 

Guest speaker Ramon Renteria-Lara

http://www.allabouthennessey.com
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Gary Townsend:  Postmarked for Retirement 
By Sara Jane Richter

After 30 years in the US Postal Service, Former Hennessey Postmaster Gary Townsend 
worked his final day Friday, July 14 as the Kingfisher Postmaster.  Retirement has come 
for a man dedicated to serving friends and family in the State of Oklahoma.  However, 
his greatest pleasure came during his tenure in Kingfisher where his extended family 
and good friends live.  Kingfisher is also his hometown, and he feels a great sense of 
pride to work for the community where he has the deepest roots.  Working amongst his 
life-long community gives him the greatest satisfaction.

Gary served as the Hennessey Postmaster for 13 years and lived just south of town 
during that time.	

Having worked up and down Highway 81 and along other Oklahoma roadways, Gary 
served post offices in Hennessey, Enid, Woodward, and McAlester, just to name a few 
of the postal facilities where he worked, filling needs wherever there was one.  Post-re-
tirement, he will miss the postal service network of friends and colleagues, but most of 
all, he’ll miss the “regular” customers that he’s seen for several years.  He is anxious 
however to retire for the excitement of doing something different and creative after 
having lived a life amid letters and packages.
	
Gary has a unique hobby, and he is passionate about it.  He and his son Greg make 
custom cowboy boots.  His love for boot making comes from his living the life of a 
cowboy; he’s participated in ranch rodeos for many years, started colts for other peo-
ple, traveled to distant locations to help with spring cowherd responsibilities, and has 
owned his fair share of horses.  

He became interested in boot making when he worked in a family member’s boot and 
shoe repair shop several years ago.  “After repairing and taking apart many boots, I 
figured I could just build a pair myself,” and he has done so.  As a matter of fact, he has 
made boots for friends and family members often, but now, he’ll make them to sell.  Customers can select their favorite stitching patterns, 
heel style, colors, inlays, and leathers and order up what they want crafted.  Gary and Greg will make a pair of boots as fancy or as plain as 
the customer wishes.
	
Gary takes care of the insoles, soles, vamps, and leatherwork while Greg does the stitching and leather cutting.  All of this attention to these 
hand-made details takes time, for even laying down one row of stitching on a boot top will take at least an hour’s effort.  Considering that 
some tops might have 3 to 10 lines of stitching, the time and expertise expended multiply rapidly.  The cost of such a pair of boots begins at 
$1,250, well worth the price considering the effort that goes into the design, development, and completion of the work of art.
	

Father and son call their shop “GWT Boots” as both Greg and Gary have the same 
trio of initials.  Sitting beside Gary’s new home is a metal cargo container which 
serves as the office and work space of GWT Boots.  It is outfitted with doors and 
windows on the outside and boot making equipment inside.  It’s a perfect haven for 
a man wishing to change direction in his life, but who still wants to stay in the same 

place where he’s felt the 
most comfortable—
Kingfisher.  He won’t 
have stamps to sort 
or mail routes to in-
spect now, but he’ll be 
knee deep in colorful 
leathers, shapely inlaid 
brands and flowers, and 
sturdy stitched threads 
around the tops of com-
fy, practical, long-last-
ing boots, custom made 
to the specifications of a 
cowboy or a cowgirl or a 
wanna-be, like me.  Gary 
will walk into a new ca-

reer that he is eager to see come to life, allowing him another legacy to develop in Kingfisher County.

http://www.allabouthennessey.com
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THESE STUDENTS OF 
THE WEEK MARCH 24

Pre-K - Caroline Harris, Rextin Mills, Addi Holder, Olivia Davis
Kindergarten - Knox Trotter, Aleissa Cabral, Evelyn McElhaney
1st Grade - Trenton Stribel, Sarai Calzadillas, Emeri Miller, Matteo Mendez
2nd Grade - Jaxson Benedict, Tatumn Daniel & Antonio Santana, Mason 
Moore , Archer Huntsberger
3rd Grade - Dahlia Valles , Piper Zielny, Hutton Gritz
4th Grade - Kevin Regalado, Brianna Triana, Arianna Calderon, Kevin Herrera

https://www.facebook.com/circlebdieselservice
http://www.gopioneer.com
http://www.integrisok.com
https://www.facebook.com/TurkeyCreekMercantile
http://www.gigasystems.com
https://www.seaboardfoods.com
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100063630934315
https://www.facebook.com/sandjheatandair
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057448269208
https://www.facebook.com/enidhomeswithchris
https://gails-grill.square.site/
https://lightle-sand-construction-llc.business.site/?utm_source=gmb&utm_medium=referral&fbclid=IwAR1R_OtD7MANC4RvgteAvqIwkPtNmbCm1cT-FANhKf5p5OwRxuQDCdXEEUM
http://www.interbank.com
https://www.facebook.com/anniesflowerhouse
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Hennessey Public School
CHILD FIND
What is Child Find?
Child Find is a continuous process of public awareness activities, 
screening and evaluation designed to locate, identify, and refer as 
early as possible all children who are not receiving a free, appropri-
ate, public education between the ages of birth and twenty-one years 
of age, who have not yet graduated from high school.  This applies to 
children with disabilities and their families who are in need of Early 
Intervention Program (Part C) or Preschool Special Education (Part 
B) services of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).

IDEA States: All children with disabilities residing in the state, includ-
ing children with disabilities who are homeless children or are wards 
of the state, and children with disabilities attending private schools, 
regardless of the severity of their disability, and who are in need of 
special education and related services, are identified, located, and 
evaluated. 

All children deserve a chance to reach their full potential. Project 
Child Find, a service to assist families of children who may have spe-
cial needs, here in Hennessey, Oklahoma to see that every child has 
that chance.  If there appears to be a delay in any area of your child’s 
development, you may seek assistance through Hennessey Public 
Schools contact one of the people listed below.

Under Three (3) Years Old:
Contact SoonerStart Early Intervention Services at (405) 521-3351.

Three (3) Years Old and Older:
Contact
Florence Conway, Director of Special Services (405) 853-4748 
Email:  fconway@hps.k12.ok.us
Jason Sternberger, Superintendent of Hennessey Public Schools 
(405) 853-4321 
Email:  jsternberger@hps.k12.ok.us
Oklahoma Parents Center 1-888-965-3463

HAVE YOU DOWNLOADED 
THE NEW SCHOOL APP?

Everything you need to communicate, involve 
and collaborate with families for student 

success. Visit parentsquare.com

For School Supply List  Visit https://app.teacherlists.com/search/zip/73742

http://www.allabouthennessey.com
mailto:fconway@hps.k12.ok.us
mailto:jsternberger@hps.k12.ok.us
http://parentsquare.com
https://app.teacherlists.com/search/zip/73742
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Failure to Register Vehicle to Ownership in 30 Days	 $197.00	
Brown, Thomas James of El Reno, OK	
Speeding 11-15 Over			                  $212.00		
Brown, Thomas James of El Reno, OK			 
Speeding 1-10 Over			                  $185.00		
Cook, Dylan Brady of Oklahoma City, OK			 
Speeding 1-10 Over			                  $185.00		
Jordan, Erin Michele of Enid, OK			    
Speeding 21-25 Over			                  $267.00		
House, Nkem Amadi of Oklahoma City, OK			 
Speeding 11-15 Over			                  $212.00		
Roberts, Ronny Allen of Edmond, OK			
Speeding 11-15 Over			                  $212.00		
Peterson, Roxanne Lee of Stillwater, OK			 
Speeding 11-15 Over			                  $212.00		
Lin, Bo of Flushing, NY			 
Expired Drivers License			                  $146.00		
Roberts, Kelly of Cushing, OK			 
Speeding 1-10 Over			                  $185.00		
Smith, Sylvia Allyn of Oklahoma City, OK			 
Speeding 1-10 Over			                  $185.00		
Ploof, Ryan Hamilton of Antelope, CA			 
Speeding 1-10 Over			                 $185.00		
Quezada, Miranda Kay of Oklahoma City, OK			 
Improper Equipment	 		                  $90.00		
Lott Jr., Charles Edward of Hennessey, OK			 
Improper Equipment			                   $90.00		
Johnson, Jeremy Lee Ryan of Enid, OK			 
Speeding 1-10 Over			                 $185.00		
Jau, Jose Luis of Dover, OK			
Speeding 16-20 Over			                  $227.00		
Moulton, Jeremy Lee of Ponca City, OK			 
Expired Tag/Failure to Pay Taxes Due to State	               $265.00		
Newton, Cheryl Lynn of Alex, OK			 
Speeding 16-20 Over			                  $227.00		
Weston, Tracy Jo of Borger, TX			 
Speeding 11-15 Over			                  $212.00		
Bowers, Kara Kanaly of Enid, OK			 
Speeding 11-15 Over			                  $212.00		
Sires, Shelby Ryan of Guthrie, OK			 
Speeding 11-15 Over			                  $212.00		
Rivas, Shane Aaron of Norman, OK			 
Speeding 11-15 Over			                  $212.00		
McRae, Ira James IV of Bethany, OK			 
Speeding 11-15 Over			                  $212.00		
Hau, Jennifer Marie of Waukomis, OK			 
Speeding 1-10 Over			                  $185.00	
Gilberto, Trejo of Oklahoma City, OK			 
No Drivers License Issued	 		                  $365.00	
Gilberto, Trejo of Oklahoma City, OK		
Speeding 1-10 Over			                   $185.00		
Amos, Maximus Max of Enid, OK			 
Speeding 1-10 Over	                                                  $185.00	
Eastin, Mersadies Rose of Waukomis, OK			 
Speeding 21-25 Over	                                                  $267.00	
Cunningham, Charles Valentine of Enid, OK			 
Expired Tag/Failure to Pay Taxes Due to State	                $265.00	
Cunningham, Charles Valentine of Enid, OK			 
Speeding 1-10 Over	                                                  $185.00	
Hasselbring, Maci Nicole of Owasso, OK			 
Speeding 1-10 Over	                                                  $185.00	
Vargas, Angel of Hennessey, OK			 
Speeding 1-10 Over	          			   $185.00	
Riddle, Carson Don of Hennessey, OK			 
Speeding 11-15 Over	    			   $212.00	
Rhoads, Rocky Lee of Stillwater, OK			 
Speeding 1-10 Over	    			   $185.00	
Maner, Zane Austin of Enid, OK			 
No Drivers License in Possession  			   $165.00	
Akers, James of Enid, OK			 
Speeding 1-10 Over	    			   $185.00	
McNeely, Joshua David of Hennessey, OK			 
Expired Tag/Failure to Pay Taxes Due to State		 $265.00		
McNeely, Joshua David of Hennessey, OK				  

POLICE REPORT 
JULY 7-17, 2023

SEVERE STORMS TAKE OUT POWER 
TO PARTS OF THE COUNTY

Last Saturday night at about 8 pm a severe thunderstorm moved over Kingfisher County 
knocking out electricity to parts of Dover, Kingfisher, and Okarche. This photo was taken 
by Jamison Forman from the roof of the Champlain Apartments on Main St looking to 
the north. 

http://www.allabouthennessey.com
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Wednesday, July 19
10 – 11am Littlest Patron Playtime 20

Thursday, July 20
12 – 1pm Lions Club Meeting at Family Cafe

Friday, July 21
10am Library opens late (in-house training)

Tuesday, July 25
4 – 5pm Teen Funtivities Club Library

Wednesday, July 26
10 – 11am Littlest Patron Playtime 

Thursday, July 27
12 – 1pm Lions Club Meeting at Family Cafe

Tuesday, August 1
4 – 5pm Teen Funtivities Club

Hennessey Public Library

Wednesday, August 2
10 – 11am Littlest Patron Playtime 

Thursday, August 3
12 – 1pm Lions Club Meeting at Family Cafe

6:30 – 7:30pm OK2A Meeting
Vernost Wine Co

Friday, August 4
10am Library opens late 5

Saturday, August 5
8 – 9am Men’s Breakfast FCC

Sunday, August 6
2 – 4pm HS Sports Media Day

Tuesday, August 8
4 – 5pmTeen Funtivities Club

Hennessey Public Library

Wednesday, August 9
10 – 11am Littlest Patron Playtime 

Thursday, August 10
1st Day of School

12 – 1pm Lions Club Meeting at Family Cafe
4:30 – 7:30pm Volleyball vs Amber-

Pocasset (A)
6 – 7pm  Town Board Meeting

Friday, August 11
4:30 – 6:30pm HS Softball vs Okarche (A)

5 – 7pm JH Softball vs Okarche (H)
6 – 8pm HS Football Blue/White 

Scrimmage

Sunday, August 13
5 – 8pm Meet the Eagles

Monday, August 14
4:30 – 5:30pm Library Board

7 – 8pm School Board Meeting

UPCOMING
EVENTS

Enid, OK

http://www.allabouthennessey.com
http://www.gopioneer.com
https://tickets-center.com/search/stride-bank-center-tickets/?venueId=11198&venueName=Stride+Bank+Center&tagid=217&atid=30001&customExportId=20190430-100529&nid=1&accid=9493575329&campaignid=284378762&cid=589908293941&akwd=stride%20bank%20center%20events&mt=p&network=g&dist=s&adposition=&device=c&ismobile=false&devicemodel=&placement=&target=&random=8585669868798939874&loc_physical_ms=9026189&loc_interest_ms=1024192&exid=&fiid=&vx=0&gclid=CjwKCAjw-7OlBhB8EiwAnoOEk0A6OPGWB0AxupYnYqcsFAAXxpAa2-ElUI2DVz2Xuuf_WEbnMdVO0hoCcdwQAvD_BwE
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                    Have something 
                             for the paper? 

Contact angie@kjfilmworks.com

HENNESSEY LISTINGS
HIRING EXPERIENCED 
HOT OILER OPERATOR 

OR PUMP TRUCK 
OPERATING THAT HAS 
HAZMAT WILLING TO 

LEARN
This job requires Hazmat We 
work 12 hour shift beginning 
at 7am & 7pm. Works Monday 
- Friday Benefits: 401K with 3 
% match after 1 year
BCBS offered • 40 Hours paid 
time off after 6 months • 80 
Hours paid time off after 1 
year Overtime pay after 40. • 
Double pay on major holidays 
• Last Operator was on pace to 
make $100k this year. We have 
1 spot open in trailer houses. 
1 Camper spot available Job 
Type: Full-time

Pay: $26.00 - $27.00 per 
hour Benefits:401(k) 401(k) 
matching • Dental insurance 
• Health insurance • Paid time 
off • Vision insurance
Choate Oilfield Services  580-
402-0272  To Apply in Person  
6388 N 2860 Rd Hennessey OK

GOLDEN CHICK IN 
HENNESSEY

Is now hiring ALL SHIFTS
ALL POSITIONS 

Apply at restaurant   
618 N Main Street 

Farmers Electric is Hiring

Journeymen Electricians 
go to farmerselec.com 
or call 405-853-2597 to 
apply today!

HENNESSEY NURSING & REHAB

CMA - Full time, weekdays
CNA – Full time, weekend 

doubles,  6/2 & 2/10
Contact Jill or Sugey 
for more information.

 Dietary – full-time position
Contact Reda  for more 

information. 405-853-4390

HENNESSEY PD IS HIRING 
FOR A FULL-TIME OFFICER

The Hennessey Police 
Department is accepting 
applications for a full-time police 
officer.  Must be at least 21 years 
old, no felony convictions, crimes 
of moral turpitude or convictions 
of domestic violence.  CLEET 
certification is desired but 
not required.  Competitive 
salary and benefits package.  
Most equipment provided.  
Applications can be obtained at 
the police department Monday 
- Friday 7:00am - 5:00pm, 110 
East 2nd Street, in Hennessey.  
The Town is an equal opportunity 
employer.  (405)853-7130

GAVIOTAS IS HIRING
Gaviotas Mexican Grill is looking for 

Servers! Monday-Saturday if you’re in-
terested in more information or applying 
you can visit Gaviotas at 122 N Main St!

Hennessey Public Schools is 
seeking substitute teachers for the 
upcoming school year. 

If you are interested in being a substitute 
teacher for the upcoming school year, 
an  Orientation for New and Continuing 
Substitutes will take place Tuesday July 25 at 
9:00 a.m. or Tuesday August 1st at 5:00 p.m. 
in the seminar room at the Hennessey Public 
Schools Auditorium at 213 N Walnut. 

Those attending should bring their 
photo ID, social security card, and direct 
deposit information to the workshop. A 
background check will be required.   

For more information, contact Timberly 
Jech at 405-853-4321 or 
email tjech@hps.k12.ok.us

http://www.allabouthennessey.com
mailto:angie%40kjfilmworks.com?subject=
https://www.seaboardfoods.com/careers
http://farmerselec.com
mailto:tjech@hps.k12.ok.us
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