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DEVASTATING HOUSE FIRE

Thursday morning, (March 9th) around 11 AM, the Hennessey Fire 
Department responded to a house fire at 6350 S. Mitchell Road, 
owned by Autumn and Tony Blackburn.  Firefighters arrived to find 
the top story of the residence engulfed in flames. 

Hennessey Fire requested help from Dover and they assisted with 
a water tanker and several firefighters.  There is no fire hydrant in 
that mile section of S. Mitchell Rd so they were shuttling water from 
about a mile away. 

There was no one home at the time of the fire and there were no 
injuries.  
Tony Blackburn said, “I got a notification from my security system 
that the temperature in one of the bedrooms was 120 degrees.” The 
cause of the fire is still under investigation but is thought to have 
started with wiring near the furnace near the center of the house.  

The house is a total loss and they lost everything.  If you would like 
to help you can make a tax-deductible donation at Community State 
Bank to the Community Action Team in the care of “The Blackburn’s.”  
Contact Jimmy Berkenbile with questions at 405-853-5071

Hennessey Fire was assisted by Hennessey Police, Dover Fire, 
Kingfisher County Emergency Management, and Kingfisher County 
Sheriff Dept.  Fire crews left the premises at 4 PM. 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY BEGINS
The Library committee appointed by the Hennessey Board of Trustees 
last year held its last meeting Wednesday, March 8th, and took the 
first steps to form a Historical Society. Chairperson Jack Quirk started 
with, “We are here to talk about the actual building, not the library and 
museum that is in it. The building shell is sound, but the interworkings 
are fragile and need a great deal of work. The town does not have 
the means to make the repairs that are needed to keep it up.” Quirk 
continued, “It is time to bring the committee to an end and pass the 
baton to the Historical Society to raise funds for the building.”  

The committee spent almost a year looking into what the old high 
school building needed to make it functional and safe. The choices 
ranged from tearing it down to a complete remodel. The architect that 
was hired to give an opinion on the structure concluded in their report 
that it has many, very expensive needs. The biggest issue is the roof. 
It has reached the end of its lifecycle and needs to be replaced. The 
gutters have broken off the rear of the auditorium and caused water 
to collect in the basement resulting in mold. The report also stated 
that the heat and air systems are outdated and inadequate and the 
entire electrical system is in need of repair.   

(Note) at the town 
board meeting on 
Thursday night 
Mayor Bert Gritz 
asked interim Town 
A d m i n i s t r a t o r 
David Treanor to 
look into replacing 
the gutters as soon 
as possible. 

The new Historical 
Society will be 
chaired by Kevin 
Hopkins, and members include Jack Quirk, Barb Walters, Scott Hajek, 
and Frank Patton. This new group will become a 501-C non-profit 
and its main mission will be to look after this building and work as a 
fundraising mechanism to make the necessary repairs. The town will 
still own and operate the building.  
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TROY WATKINS HONORED
The top agenda item at last week’s Hennessey Board of Trustees 
meeting was to honor long-time employee Troy Watkins.  Mayor 
Bert Gritz presented Watkins with a Certificate of Honor from the 
Oklahoma Municipal League recognizing him for over ¼ century of 
service for the Town of Hennessey.  

THE 2ND ALL ABOUT HENNESSEY 
BUSINESS NETWORK EVENT 

On Tuesday, March 7th, 
about 20 Hennessey 
business owners gathered 
at “The HIVE” event center 
for the 2nd All About 
Hennessey Business 
Network event. Rob 
Houston, Director of Visit 
Enid, spoke as the guest 
speaker and highlighted 
several things that set 
Hennessey apart.  

Jack Quirk, founder of All 
About Network spoke to 
the group about how the All 
About Hennessey Facebook 
page alone has had over 
1 million impressions in 
the last 28 days. Quirk 
said, “This is only about 
Hennessey and does not 
include the thousands we 
reached with our website, 
newspaper, and other social 
sites.” 

Shelia Duell, owner of The 
HIVE spoke about how she 
opened her boutique, Honey 
& Co in a small rented space 
in the old LaPorte Pharmacy. She owns the building now, several 
years later. The HIVE has been described by Duell as a learning center 
in addition to an event space. A variety of classes will be offered, 
including baking, knitting, and quilting.  

These events are open to the public and are meant to bring business 
owners together to network and learn about things that will help their 
businesses grow. The next AAH Network event is planned for July. 

Food was provided by Eagle Mart, the desert by Jack Choate’s Farm 
Bureau Insurance, and balloons by Annie’s Flowerhouse and table 
decoration plants provided by Taggarts. The HIVE is located behind 
Prairie Quilt at 114 E. Oklahoma St. 

DISPATCHERS THANKED WITH A RECEPTION

Friday, March 10th, Hennessey police officers, Aaron Pitts, Christian 
Solis, Matthew Bruner, Reserve officer Brandon McKay, Reserve officer 
Bryan Burch and former dispatch supervisor Braden Peck honored 
Roni Decker and Brent Bruner for their service as dispatchers.  
Both were given plaques and treated with a cookies and refreshments. 

http://www.allabouthennessey.com
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Obituaries
Renee Hyatt

Memorial services for Renee 
Hyatt, 56 will be at 1:00 PM 
Saturday March 11, 2023 at 
First Baptist Church officiated 
by Jimmy Berkenbile. Cremation 
arrangements are by Cordry-Gritz 
Funeral Home.

Renee was born in Kermit, Texas 
on June 28, 1966 to James H. and 
Frances L. Bailey Hyatt and died 
Friday March 3, 2023 at Garland 
Road Nursing Center in Enid.

She is survived by one son 
Joshua Hyatt and fiancé Zoe Benites of the home along with Joshuas 
furbaby Koda; one brother Jim Hyatt and wife Paula of Kingfisher, 
and their children Braden and Keirstin; one niece Danielle Stallings 
and husband Nick, three nephews Aaron Hyatt and wife Ashley, 
Chris Taylor and wife Barbie, Joseph Reeser, all of whom she raised 
following the death of her sister Teresa in 1999. In addition, she is 
also survived by her niece Christina Lange and husband George, 
niece Amy Hyatt; Barb Wheeler who was like a sister; thirteen other 
nieces and nephews who referred to her as Aunt Nae; and many other 
friends and family whom she cared for deeply.

Renee was preceded in death by her parents, and one sister Teresa 
Hyatt.

Memorial donations may be made in her name to the Community 
Action Team with the funeral home serving as custodian of the fund.

NEW CHILDREN’S LIBRARIAN 
The Hennessey Public Library 
welcomes Ruby Rodriquez as 
the new Children’s Librarian. 
Ruby grew up in Hennessey 
and graduated from Hennessey 
High School in 2020. Since she 
has such fond memories of 
coming to the library as a kid, 
she wants to create the same 
atmosphere and memories for 
the kids who will be visiting the 
library in the future. Her first 
day was Monday, March 13th. 
Having the opportunity to have 
this new experience and to 
see the program grow is what 
excites her most.

STORM SIREN FAIL
Last Tuesday Hennessey tested their tornado siren system and it 
failed.  Mayor Bert Gritz reported to the board at the Trustees that 
none of the 5 town tornado sirens work.  Parts of the current system 
are over 50 years old and operate using copper phone lines.  Gritz 
said, “Most of the sirens work, we just can’t communicate with them.  
The one south of town near Oakwood Dr. looks like an animal chewed 
through the wiring.  The board took action on 2 solutions.  The first 
action was to replace all of the sirens with all new equipment that can 
be activated via 2-way radio and each one will have battery backup.  
The problem is they will not be installed in time for this year’s spring 
storm season.  

The second action they took was to hire Farmers Electric to install a 
cellphone activation system on each of the existing sirens bypassing 
the old phone lines.  Gritz told the board that this can be done in a 
few weeks and will get us covered for this year.  This system can be 
reused for other things around town after the new sirens are installed, 
such as turning the sewer lagoon pumps on and off remotely. 

http://www.allabouthennessey.com
http://royalsignsok.com
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POLICE REPORT 
MARCH 6 - 13
Speeding 11-15 Over		                                      $212.00	
Inn, Dennis Conrad of Dunnigen, CA			 
Failure to Obey Official Traffic Control Device	             $197.00		
Keel, Johnnie Kay of Oklahoma City, OK		  		
Speeding 11-15 Over				               $212.00		
Bigbey, Trystan Scott of Enid, OK		  	
Speeding 1-10 Over				                          $185.00		
Martinez Romero, Victor of Ringwood, OK			 
Speeding 11-15 Over				               $212.00		
Boyd, Brian Dean of Groesback, TX	 		
Speeding 1-10 Over				                          $185.00		
Clary, Kyle Lewis of Piedmont, OK			
Speeding 1-10 Over				                          $185.00		
Haley, Triston of Enid, OK	 		
No Drivers License Issued				               $365.00		
Caryajal Pevalta, Clark Neydar of Hennessey, OK			 
Speeding 1-10 Over				                          $185.00		
Caryajal Pevalta, Clark Neydar of Hennessey, OK			 

3/11/23 - Welfare check

To view this video online, visit AllAboutHennessey.com

MEET THE HENNESSEY 
TRUSTEE CANDIDATES VIDEO
All About Hennessey sat down with all 5 of the candidates for the 
upcoming Board of Trustee election in April.  We asked each one 
5 questions.  These video clips are unedited and are presented as 
delivered.  The candidates are Randy Bohnstedt, Frank Patton, Bert 
Gritz, Clifford Vogt, and Richard Simunek. 

The location of each question is at the following times.
0:00 - Intro
0:05 - Tell us about yourself
3:31 - Why are you running?
8:27 - Is there a particular topic you are interested in?
18:45 - What are your thoughts on hiring a new town administrator?
25:16 - Final thoughts
30:23 - Outro

Readers can watch video at allabouthennessey.com

REGULAR BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MARCH 9, 2023

http://www.allabouthennessey.com
https://youtu.be/YyRENCJKH7g
https://youtu.be/M9clvoLXjt4
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NOT YOUR PARENT’S VIDEO GAMES
Electronic sports, or Esports, is a competitive sport involving video games. Hennessey High School 
Principal & Coach Joshua Faulkner said, “Whenever we were in school, our parents told us not to play 
video games, or to get outside more. All of that has changed now. We have competitive video games 
in schools.” This is the first year of the Hennessey Esports program. Currently, the Hennessey teams 
compete only online. There are state tournaments that take place at the end of each season that is in 
person in a tournament-like setting. They are affiliated with the OSSAA’s league.

Teams function much like athletic sports teams. Each player is assessed on their abilities, and how they 
play with others, and the starting lineup is chosen, and they have second-string players. 

Joshua and his brother Drew work together to coach the competitors. They organize the teams and 
register players as well as advise on how to play. 
It gives kids that have never had an extracurricular activity a place to feel accepted and valued and learn 
to be part of a team. HHS competitor Joseph Davis stated that he likes to be involved because it gives 
him something different to do at school.

Universities offer Esports scholarships, and there are professional leagues that pay for competing. There 
are around 30 students involved in the program, and it is expected to continue to grow.

http://www.allabouthennessey.com
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http://www.allabouthennessey.com
http://lippardauctions.com
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Wednesday, March 15
FFA - OYE Livestock Show - OKC (Day 9/11)

Spring Break (Day 3/5)
10 – 11am Littlest Patron Playtime 

4 – 6pm Food Bank First United Methodist Church

Thursday, March 16
FFA - OYE Livestock Show - OKC (Day 10/11)

Spring Break (Day 4/5)
HS Baseball Pioneer Festival (Day 1/3)

12 – 1pm Lions Club Meeting at Family Cafe

Friday, March 17
FFA - OYE Livestock Show - OKC (Day 11/11)

Spring Break (Day 5/5)
HS Baseball Pioneer Festival (Day 2/3)

St. Patrick’s Day
10am Library opens late (in-house training)

Saturday, March 18
HS Baseball Pioneer Festival (Day 3/3)

Monday, March 20
4:30 – 6:30pm JH Baseball vs Okarche (Home)

4:30 – 5:30pm JH Softball vs Dover (A)
5 – 7pm HS Baseball vs Chisholm (A)

5:30 – 6:30pm HS Softball vs Dover (A)

Tuesday, March 21
Mason Meeting at Coronado Lodge

HS Track @ Fairview
9am – 2pm Pre-K Enrollment (Last name A-M)

4 – 5pm Teen Funtivities  Public Library
4:30 – 6:30pm JH Baseball vs Fairview (Away)

4:30 – 5:30pm JH Softball vs Pioneer (H)
5 – 7pm HS Baseball vs Chisholm (H)

5:30 – 6:30pm HS Softball vs Pioneer (H)
6 – 7pm Incoming 9th grade Pre-Enrollment 

Parent Meeting

Wednesday, March 22
Boys Golf @ Enid

10 – 11am Littlest Patron Playtime 

Upcoming events

http://www.allabouthennessey.com
http://allabouthennessey.com/newspaper
http://www.gopioneer.com
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HENNESSEY LISTINGS

Have something for the paper? contact 
angie@kjfilmworks.com

HIRING EXPERIENCED HOT 
OILER OPERATOR OR PUMP 
TRUCK OPERATING THAT HAS 
HAZMAT WILLING TO LEARN
This job requires Hazmat
We work 12 hour shift beginning at 
7am & 7pm. Works Monday - Friday
Benefits:
401K with 3 % match after 1 year
BCBS offered • 40 Hours paid time off 
after 6 months • 80 Hours paid time off 
after 1 year  
Overtime pay after 40. • Double pay on 
major holidays • Last Operator was on 
pace to make $100k this year.

We have 1 spot open in trailer houses. 
1 Camper spot available Job Type: Full-
time

Pay: $26.00 - $27.00 per hour
Benefits:401(k) 401(k) matching • 
Dental insurance • Health insurance • 
Paid time off
Vision insurance
Choate Oilfield Services 
580-402-0272
To Apply in Person
6388 N 2860 Rd Hennessey Ok

HENNESSEY NURSING AND REHAB 
IS NOW HIRING FOR 

WANTED - FULL TIME NURSE, 10 TO 6, SUN-
THURS.

Contact Julie, Jill or Rachel 
405-853-4390  705 East 3rd, Hennessey

GOLDEN CHICK IN HENNESSEY
Is now hiring ALL SHIFTS / ALL 
POSITIONS Apply at restaurant   

618 N Main Street 

THE ALL ABOUT HENNESSEY POST 
PUBLISHED EVERY WEDNESDAY 
BY KJ FILMWORKS
AT PO BOX 332 
HENNESSEY, OKLAHOMA 73742

Jack Quirk Publisher, CEO
Angela Bruner Managing Editor 
To put something in the paper, contact Angela Bruner 
angie@kjfilmworks.com
Amy Smith  for Advertising 405-853-1270
Lisa Quirk Office Manager

Carter Chevrolet
Now Hiring - Fleet Administrative Assistant 

Daily duties include assisting the fleet sales team with various tasks including but 
notlimited to: tracking vehicle status • updating (inputting) computer software with the 
status information •submitting data on various suppliers websites •Receiving in parts 
on purchase orders •Closing completed work orders or jobs in company computer 
software
Looking for a self-driven, motivated person with great attention to detail. This position 
does work with others on the team and a friendly, positive work ethic is important. On 
the job training is provided. Previous work in Microsoft Excel and Word is beneficial. 
There are opportunities to grow within the company and learn additional tasks. 
This job is from 8 am to 5 pm, Monday through Friday with a 1 hour lunch break 
from 12-1 pm. 6 paid holidays are included for full-time employees and vacation 
benefits are provided as they are earned. Health and dental insurance are available 
and optional.   All inquiries to trobinson@carterchev.biz

HENNESSEY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
HIRING FOR 
Middle School Art Teacher
Middle School Language Arts
Middle/High School Special Education 
Teacher
High School Science Teacher
High School Computer Teacher
High School English Teacher
Certified Athletic Trainer
Substitute Teacher
ELL Paraprofessional
Bus Driver
visit https://www.hps.k12.ok.us/54031_1

EMAIL ANGIE@KJFILMWORKS.COM

http://www.allabouthennessey.com
mailto:angie%40kjfilmworks.com?subject=
https://www.seaboardfoods.com
mailto:angie@kjfilmworks.com
mailto:trobinson@carterchev.biz
http://www.agandoil.com
mailto:angie%40kjfilmworks.com?subject=
mailto:ANGIE@KJFILMWORKS.COM
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Congratulations 
Eagles on a 

GREAT SEASON!

http://www.hannplummer.com
http://www.bisondrivingschool.com
https://libertylift.com/
https://farmerselec.com/
https://www.quiltnow.com
https://redleve.com
https://www.facebook.com/hennesseywellnessmercantile
http://www.roostersok.com
https://www.goldenchick.com
https://www.facebook.com/RoyalSignsOK
https://www.facebook.com/LegacyLawnPest
https://www.facebook.com/mpbullis
https://www.facebook.com/tovarslawncare
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100056483061398
https://allabouthennessey.com/eats/81grill/
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ORIGINAL STUFFED CRUST

Order Online at::
Pizzahut.com 

Pick Two Menu 
Available All Day,

Every Day

302 E Jack Choate Ave
Hennessey, OK
405-853-7868 

1616 S Main Street
Kingfisher, OK
405-375-5749

MEDIUM PIZZA 
WITH UP TO         
3 TOPPINGS, 

BREADSTICKS &     
2 SOFT DRINKS 

Additional charge for Pan, 
Stuffed Crust, Extra cheese 

and additional toppings. 
Not valid on specialties. 

Coupon Code  UT 

DINE-IN ONLY  
HURRY OFFER ENDS SOON  
Pr   ice and participation m      ay 
vary.  ©2022 Pizza Hut, LLC 

http://pizzahut.com
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