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THEY COME FROM ALL OVER THE COUNTRY
Hennessey has held the title of the “Home of Oklahoma’s Largest Quilt Shop” for over two decades. When owner Randa Parrish purchased 
the Lois Fabric store in 2001 at the corner of Oklahoma and Main in Hennessey, the plan was to open a simple little quilt shop. Randa said, “I 
wanted a simple little quilt shop that I could run by myself without any employees.

After the first floor of the original building was full, the shop expanded onto the second floor. Randa Said, “The second floor had not been used 
in decades.”  Next in 2015 came the Creativity Center building behind the main building on Oklahoma St.  This became a large event space for 
retreats and training.

Randa said, “When the LaPorte’s Pharmacy building came available in 2019, I had to have it. I had a vision. This is the showroom for all our 
sewing machine lines.”

Twenty one years and 29 employees later, Randa created a virtual quilting empire encompassing three buildings and attracting shoppers from 
all parts of the country. The store is famous for its retreats, where dozens of followers spend several days in Hennessey learning from the best 
in the business. These shoppers stay in our hotel, buy gas, and eat at our restaurants, bringing additional dollars to Hennessey businesses.  

Randa has decided to retire, saying, “I am actively searching for someone that will buy the business and keep it running.  For 21 years the Prairie 
Quilt team has worked to make Hennessey a place to come and be creative.  We have inspired many people by teaching them the love of sewing.  
I truly believe many of our friends have learned to commune to a higher power by creating beauty through needle, thread and fabric.”  
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4th of JULY EVENTS IN HENNESSEY!
FOR COMPLETE DETAILS VISIT ALLABOUTHENNESSEY.COM

http://www.allabouthennessey.com
http://ALLABOUTHENNESSEY.COM
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CITATIONS  06-20-22 - 06-27-22

INCIDENT REPORT

Speeding 11-15 Over $212.00                Yang, Michael Haitien of OKC, OK 
Driving Under Suspension/Revocation (1st Offense)  $565.00               Yang, Michael Haitien of OKC, OK  
Failure to Stop at Stop Sign    $197.00            Snodgrass, Cheyenne R of Enid, OK 
Speeding 1-10 Over    $185.00         Holmann, Karley Ann of Stillwater, OK 
Speeding 1-10 Over    $185.00  Pott, Brandon Joe of Porter, OK
Reckless Driving    $365.00        Granillo, Emmanuel of Hennessey, OK 

Hennessey 
Police Report

06/21/22 -  Arrest with warrants from Kingfisher county
06/26/22 - Traffic stop
06/26/22 - Medical Emergency

LITTLE LADY EAGLES CAMP
About 40 Hennessey girls spent 4 days last week at the Little Lady 
Eagles basketball camp held at the Eagle Event Center.  The girls 
were instructed by basketball coaches, Markes, Streck, Weaver, and 
Schwarz, along with several members of the Lady Eagles basketball 
team. 

Front Row: Camila R., Adalynn S., Payten L., Joy M., Emeri M., Jane 
M., Harper M., Blakely K., Zynnia K., Ellie C., Hannah W., Kassidy M., 
Jaynie B.

2nd Row: Brianna T., Kambree T., Kinslee C., Mak C., Chloe L., Kennes 
B., Charlee W., Kinley H., Jacee B., Kaylee H., Avileny C., Elsa M., 
Emilia M., Sutton M.

3rd Row: Coach Markes, Jessica M., Mirabelle M., Payton H., Lilah K., 
Andrea C., Avery W., Harper S., Reese M., Adelynn H., Coach Streck.

Back Row: (HS Girls) Noelle P., Kenna P., Kadee M., Larissa M., Katie 
K., Ally P., Emma., Kallie R., Coach Weaver, Coach Schwarz

Not pictured: Tatum H., Abby Kate M., Emilee S., Mackenzie H.

http://www.allabouthennessey.com
http://www.taptapeat.com/eaglemart
https://jackchoateiiiok.fbfsagents.com/
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Randa Parrish:  A Life Made 
Piece by Piece
Sara Jane Richter, Ph. D.
Historically speaking, quilts have played important roles 
in women’s lives especially, for they worked as the quilt 
makers.  Quilts have an ancient history as the oldest quilt 
in the world was found in a Russian cave and dated to 3400 
BCE.  Long, long ago, people fashioned fabrics by layering 
and sewing pieces together into protective padding and 
warm insulation.  Eventually, beauty found its way into this 
boring layering technique, and quilting became a textile art 
form. 

From patterns called Log Cabin, Tree of Life, and Double Wedding Ring, quilts have graced the 
beds and walls of nearly everyone.  By using colorful scraps of fabric and threads, quilt makers 
stitch together beautiful objects—utilitarian, yet beautiful, complex, yet simple.  Quilters know 
that their products provide comfort, warmth, and community.  Randa Parrish knows that and has 
made her life from a quilt of places, pieces, people, and progress.

Randa owns the Prairie Quilt Shop on the corner of Oklahoma and Main in Hennessey, and it 
just happens to be the largest quilt shop in the State of Oklahoma, an impressive title.  The 
shop is so large that Randa employs 24 people.  She takes pride in what the shop has become; 
Randa’s “domain” occupies 4 buildings in town—3 of them over 100 years old.  Renovating these 
buildings—some of them very dilapidated to begin—has come with great plans and expense.

Traditionally, she helps quilters by providing them fabrics, threads, designs; selling sewing and 
quilting machines; and providing quilting services.  However, Randa, always an entrepreneur, 
additionally offers multi-day quilting retreats taught by world-renown quilt experts and makers; 
she calls the instructors “sewing celebrities.”  For example, in August, a lady from the Netherlands 
will come to Hennessey to offer a 3-day quilting retreat for 21 persons.  These seminars are no 
small events.  Reservations for these retreats fill far in advance, and securing a spot is quite the 
coup for the serious quilter.  

Randa found that Covid-19 greatly impacted her traditional delivery of merchandise, instruction, 
and services; therefore, during the height of the pandemic, she offered online classes which after 
a brief time became as lucrative as her brick and mortar store had been.  Now that pandemic 
restrictions have lifted, she continues the shop’s online presence and has re-invigorated the life 
of the store with on-site activities and sales once again.  

To Randa, quilting provides an expression of her immense creativity and an outlet for her Christian 
prayer and praise.  She believes that art allows the maker to commune with God, and indeed, 
quilting is an art. 

Originally from Fort Scott, Kansas, her love affair with quilting began as a young girl in Wisconsin 
when a group of Amish quilters allowed her to work with and learn from them.  That apprenticeship 
served Randa well, and she has parlayed the experience into the direction and meaning of her life, 
a life of pieces and stitches that she’s used to make a world of creativity and beauty.  

After 21 years at the Prairie Quilt Shop, she intends to retire soon.  However, she’ll stay on the 
family farm near Hennessey as her husband, son, step-sons, and grandchildren live nearby.  In 
addition, she will continue to sew, to quilt, and to help mount quilt shows and displays.  

Randa’s artistry won’t end when she turns over the store’s keys to another quilter, but she’ll channel it 
in other, non-commercial ventures.  Stitch marks run in her veins, and new designs and colors weave 
themselves in her mind’s eye.  She may leave “the business,” but quilting will remain a part of her 
life. She comes from a long-line of seamstresses, and Randa will continue that family legacy into the 
artistic venue that she finds most comforting and exciting.  Quilting won’t leave her mind and hands 
as it is a necessary part of her.  This creator will never abandon the art of the quilt.  

NEW LIBRARY 
DIRECTOR

June 21st, the Hennessey Public Library 
welcomed its new Library Director, 
Steven Mitchell. Steven was born and 
raised locally and graduated from 
Hennessey High School in 2011. He 
attended Northwestern Oklahoma State 
University in Alva, graduating with a 
Bachelor of Science in Psychology. 
He returned to Hennessey intending 
to raise his child in the community he 
grew up in and the school system he 
attended. From an early age, Steven 
loved literature and was interested in 
librarianship. In his new position as 
Library Director, Steven is eager to 
work with the Hennessey community. 
Still, he is particularly interested in 
youth programming, including teen 
volunteerism, children’s activities, and 
developing a local chess club. Some 
of Steven’s interests include reading, 
anime, graphic novels, building model 
kits, and jigsaw puzzles. In April, Former 
Library director Lyndsey Kopsa put in 
her resignation letter stating she had 
accepted a job with the Frank Carlson 
Library in Concordia, Kansas, where her 
family and parents live. 

http://www.allabouthennessey.com
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HENNESSEY
Real Estate 
& Rentals

Cabral Rentals
405-853-1611

Eagle Apartments 
580-548-7749

Bullis Properties
580-541-2968

Champlin Gasoline Apartments

202-744-1019

Chris & Janice Fuksa
405-853-5278

http://www.allabouthennessey.com
mailto:?subject=
https://bullisproperties.com/
mailto:?subject=
https://www.airbnb.com/rooms/44570443?check_in=2020-09-12&check_out=2020-09-30&source_impression_id=p3_1598812314_YIhVAf%2FIgzaeGCxU
https://www.facebook.com/enidhomeswithchris
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Thursday, June 30    12 – 1pm
Hennessey Lions Club Meeting at Family Cafe

Saturday, July 2   8 – 9am
Men’s Breakfast

First Christian Church 500 E 3rd St, Hennessey, OK 73742

4TH OF JULY CELEBRATION 
EVERYTHING BY THE TOWN POOL

Thursday, July 7   12 – 1pm
Hennessey Lions Club Meeting at Family Cafe

Thursday, July 7  6:30 – 7:30pm
OK2A Meeting  Vernost Wine Co

Monday, July 11  7 – 8pm
School Board Meeting

Thursday, July 14
12 – 1pm

Hennessey Lions Club Meeting at Family Cafe

Thursday, July 14   6 – 7pm
Town Board Meeting

Tuesday, July 19
Mason Meeting at Coronado Lodge

Thursday, July 21  12 – 1pm
Hennessey Lions Club Meeting at Family Cafe

Thursday, July 28   12 – 1pm
Hennessey Lions Club Meeting at Family Café

Thursday, August 4   12 – 1pm
Hennessey Lions Club Meeting at Family Cafe

Thursday, August 4    6:30 – 7:30pm
OK2A Meeting  Vernost Wine Co

Upcoming events

BACK TO SCHOOL BASH
The 13th Annual Back to School Bash will be July 31 at First Christian Church 
AND the Town Pool! Supplies,food and water will be handed out at the church 
from 4-6 PM and there will be a FREE Swim at the town pool from 6-9 PM. 
They are accepting donations - send them to First Christian Church, PO Box 
397, Hennessey, 73742 and earmark them for the BTSB. This event involves 
every church in Hennessey. If you’d like to help, please contact Connie Barnes 
on fb messenger or the First Christian Church 853-4483. They need helpers to 
put out supplies, hand them out, and then pack up what’s left.

http://www.allabouthennessey.com
http://www.gopioneer.com
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HELP WANTED
The Town of Hennessey
The Town of Hennessey is needing to fill a full time employee 
position. Duties to include but are not limited to: mowing 
and weed eating, tree trimming, spraying weeds and helping 
other departments as needed. A valid OK. Driver’s license is 
required. For further inquiries, please call David at (405)-853-
1431. Applications are available at the Town Hall

HENNESSEY POLICE DEPARTMENT HIRING
The Town of Hennessey, Oklahoma is currently accepting applications 
for the position of Police Officer/Patrolman. M ust b e 2 1 years of 
age, have a high school diploma or GED, a valid driver’s license, and 
no felony convictions or convictions of crimes of moral turpitude. 
Benefits include s tate p ension ( must p ass physical), p aid health 
insurance for the employee, vacation, and sick leave. Must be able 
to work shift-work, weekends, and holidays. CLEET 
certification is preferred but not required. 
Applications can be picked up in person at the Hennessey 
Police Department located at 110 East 2nd Street, Hennessey, 
Oklahoma 73742.
Please direct questions to interim Chief Aaron Pitts, 
405-853-4444 or apitts@hennesseypd.com

DOES THIS APPLY TO YOU?
Do you enjoy taking excellent care of customers?
Do you like long-lasting relationships with customers?
Do you have sales training for insurance, cars, newspapers, etc.?
Do you have a great attitude and enjoy working with business owners?
Do you have the motivation and are a self-starter?
Do you want to work with a highly creative and energetic team?
Do you have digital know-how?
Do you want a career, more than just a job?
Do you want to be paid well for what you do?
THEN WE NEED TO TALK.  
We are looking for a special person to work one-on-one with busines-
ses and help them succeed with digital marketing products. You must 
enjoy helping businesses grow and reach their customers in ways that 
have never been possible. Reliable transportation is required. It would 
be helpful if you lived in Kingfisher County. This is a commission-based 
position with significant income potential. Please submit your resume, 
or tell us why you are the one for this position. 
 Ivan@KJFilmWorks.com

HIRING? Email your help wanted listing to angie@kjfilmworks.com

HENNESSEY POST 
OFFICE IS HIRING!
multiple positions

    INQUIRE AT
POST OFFICE 

http://www.allabouthennessey.com
mailto:apitts@hennesseypd.com
http://www.allabouthennessey.com/gailsgrill
mailto:angie@kjfilmworks.com
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http://www.allabouthennessey.com
http://mowersok.com

