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HENNESSEY HIGH SCHOOL HALL OF FAME 2022

The Hennessey High School Hall of Fame is an important honor given 
by each graduating class recognizing the men and women with roots in 
Hennessey Public Schools who have lived a purposeful and successful 
life. During the graduation ceremony on Saturday, Dale Melendy and Jack 
Wells were recognized as two exceptional Hennessey individuals who 
display these characteristics and serve as inspiration to the 2022 class.

Dale Melendy
 “A cheerful lad with eyes of blue, honest, friendly, kind & true.” This is what 
the graduating class of 1949 wrote about their fellow classmate and this 
year’s second Hennessey hall of fame recipient – Dale Clark Melendy. 
He was born on the family homestead in 1931. After marrying Billie Lou 
Burton, his wife of 68 years, Dale continued farming & drove a Hennessey 
school bus route. He also built, along with his brother Allen, five custom 
homes in the area & remodeled many others. He retired from years of 
service as a rural mail carrier.  

Jack Wells
Jack was born in Hennessey, Oklahoma, in 1926 and spent almost two 
years in the U.S. Navy as an Electrician’s mate during WW 2. He graduated 
from OSU with a Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering in 1950 and 
immediately started to work for The Public Service Company of Oklahoma.
Jack has been married to Barbra for 74 and ½ years, and they have four 
children, eight grandchildren, and ten great-grandchildren. Jack has 
several hobbies, including aviation (air shows, air museums, and rebuilding 
WW2 planes) and astronomy. He also tries to fit in a little time in rebuilding 
an antique 1937 Ford that has been in the family for 68 years.

4 HOUR TRUSTEES MEETING
The Hennessey town trustee’s regular meeting went into overtime last 
Thursday night. The extra-long agenda included various topics from 
food trucks to water rates and the Library. (See the entire meeting at 
www.AllAboutHennessey.com) The trustees approved a proposal to 
create 

“Discover Hennessey” A plan that will prepare Hennessey for tourism. 
See the full story in this paper.

Food Trucks
Golden Chick owner Tony Blackburn spoke on the need to regulate food 
trucks from out of town. Blackburn said, “All of our local restaurants 
have a big investment in our brick and mortar buildings. We pay taxes 
and have to adhere to health department regulations.” The challenge 
is that out-of-town food trucks come into town and hurt our local 
restaurants. The trustees discussed a possible fee for out-of-town 
operators and a visit by the police to be sure they were up to code with 
the health department. No action was taken.

Library
Trustee Harrold Shaw started this agenda item with, “Should we close 
the Library? I’m not saying we need to, but we really need to talk about 
this. It’s a real money pit.” Both of the library employees resigned and 
will be leaving shortly. The conversation went from completely closing 
the Library to possibly purchasing the old Hennessey Clipper building 

continued on page 3

Proposed Pavilion

http://www.AllAboutHennessey.com
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PLANE CRASH NEAR MARSHALL
Emergency personnel responded to a plane crash south of Marshall, 
in Logan County this Wednesday, May 12th.  The pilot, Robert Slattery 
was flying his Piper Seneca twin engine plane from Tyler, Texas 
to Hutchinson, Kansas when both engines failed.  The land owner 
heard the crash, called 911 and assisted the pilot until the medial 
emergency personnel arrived.  According to the OHP, Slattery was 
flown to OU Medical Center by a med flight helicopter with non-life 
threatening injuries.  

DISCOVER HENNESSEY
Getting Hennessey ready for tourism was the topic presented to 
the Town Trustees at last week’s meeting. Jack Quirk, CEO of KJ 
FilmWorks, which operates All About Hennessey, proposed a 2-year 
plan to prepare Hennessey to host events and encourage tourism. 
Quirk said, “Phase one of the plans is to prepare Hennessey to 
become a destination. The goal is to encourage visitors to spend 
the day and even the night in Hennessey.” This includes a complete 
branding campaign to get everything to match. Currently, Hennessey 
has many different sign types and different logos throughout town. 
There is no constancy. This includes everything from letterhead and 
vehicle logos to getting actual logos on the water towers.  

The pIan is to identify and leverage our community’s assets for 
tourism, including architecture, art, commerce, cuisine, customs, 
landmarks, history, and people. Create a complete list of any 
asset of interest to visitors, such as The Chisholm Trail, Prairie 
Quilt, Hennessey Mercantile, Vernost, Honey & Co, all parks, and 
landmarks, Turkey Creek Golf Course, etc.  

Quirk said, “All of this information will be on the Discover Hennessey 
tab on the All About Hennessey website and the town’s website. In 
addition to this setup work, we will work with the town to upgrade 
audio/speakers on Main St.” There will also be training available 
for first contact businesses, such as convenience store clerks and 
cashiers on how to be ready for travelers and visitors and the proper 
way to answer their questions. 

Phase two will be the Implementation of the “Discover Hennessey” 
campaign. This includes creating an outbound campaign for “Discover 
Hennessey,” producing marketing materials, and developing a 
complete list of venues and outdoor areas available for events.

Create digital materials that include videos, digital flyers, and 
graphics, and create QR Codes to point visitors to all Discover 
Hennessey information in one place. In addition, implement a QR 
code into all local event ticket sales, and work with the school and 
event planners to prepare businesses to capitalize on events.

The final part of this plan is to work closely with Travel Ok and seek 
out and work with event planners to bring at least two major events 
to bring out-of-town visitors to Hennessey.

The $3500 monthly cost will come out of the “Tourism/Hotel Tax” 
that the town collects from the hotels and Airbnb. This money cannot 
be spent for anything other than this type of use. It cannot be used 
for road repair or building things, and it will not affect the town’s 
general fund. The board unanimously approved the proposal. 

GETTING THE POOL READY!
The Hennessey Aquatic Center pool is full of water and getting all 
cleaned up for the 2022 season grand opening this Saturday at noon.  

Pool Hours: Monday – Saturday 12:00 pm – 6:00 pm, Sunday 1:00 
pm – 6:00 pm, Night Swims: Tuesday, Thursday, and Sunday from 
7 – 9 pm. Adult Water walking 11:00 am – 12:00 pm.

Pricing, Day Rates: Up to 2 yrs. $2.00, 3-17 yrs. $3.00, 18 – 64 yrs. 
$4.00, 65+ yrs. $2.00. Annual Passes: Individual $75.00, Individual 
plus one pass $100 (must be in the same household). A family of 4 
season passes for $150 (must be in the same household) 

The pool will be open on weekends through Labor Day weekend. 
Questions? 405-853-2416

http://www.allabouthennessey.com
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This is the complete Hennessey Board of Trustees Regular Meeting 
May 12, 2022 https://youtu.be/lF3DES1iFMI

that adjoins the town hall on the north and putting the Library in there.  

Police Dispatch
There was a discussion at the May 12, 2022, town board meeting 
about the town’s full-time dispatchers. Harold Shaw proposed using 
Kingfisher dispatch full-time and not having local dispatchers.
Harold mentioned that Kingfisher runs the 911 system and relays calls 
to Hennessey dispatch. Hennessey dispatchers currently answer all 
calls on the non-emergency line, work the jail, manage paperwork, 
dispatch the officers and assist officers as needed.
There were logistic questions about how Hennessey police officers 
cannot speak to Kingfisher due to radio frequency issues. Aaron Pitts 
interim chief, said that they can hear Kingfisher county radio traffic but 
cannot speak to them due to digital/analog differences. It was stated 
that Kingfisher might be updating its radios, but that was not clear. 
Hennessey just purchased a new radio system about two years ago. 
That system would have to be replaced if all radios stayed the same. 
The new jail was also a concern due to the mandate that there must be 
24/7 dispatcher to have a prison.
Also mentioned was that dispatch is the lifeline for our officers and 
having a local directing the officers and having full attention on the 
situation was critical. Kingfisher is dispatching for Kingfisher, Okarche, 
and Dover with two dispatchers. Mayor Bert Gritz mentioned that 
he was concerned because accident calls going through Kingfisher 
dispatch were not getting sent to the Hennessey Fire Department. 
Shelley Burch was asked her opinion since she has worked dispatch. 
Shelley stated, “sometimes dispatch is dead, and sometimes it is crazy 
busy, but as the wife of an officer, I want to know that my officer will be 
coming home.” The discussion was then dropped, and no action was 
taken.

New Pavilion
Trustee Richard Simunek spoke to the group about allowing him to 
solicit foundation money to build a new pavilion on the old lumber 
yard site located behind the 200 block of Main St. This has been an 
ongoing topic for many years. Recently Simunek created a model of 
his idea for the area. Simunek’s vision is an oil and wind-themed park 
with a pavilion as the centerpiece. Town Administrator Tiffany Tillman 
brought out renderings that were created several years ago, showing 
a much simpler pavilion that could be completed in stages. The board 
took no action. 

Sewer system evaluation
The trustees approved a proposal from Cowan Engineering to evaluate 
and study the town’s sanitary sewer system to be paid for by an OWRB 
grant. 

Water and Sewer rates
This conversation started with Tiffany Tillman telling the trustees, “Our 
costs increased on average between 30 to 50%”. Mayor Bert Gritz said, 
“We cannot keep operating the town at a loss.” The trustees voted to 
raise the water rates by 10% and garbage by 3% starting July 1. 

4 Hour Trustee Meeting continued...

http://www.allabouthennessey.com
https://youtu.be/lF3DES1iFMI
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BOOKS LINE AND SINKER
Read books. Go fishing. That is what happened last Wednesday at 
Bullfoot Park. All Hennessey elementary school students, grades 1 
– 4, who completed their 4th 9-week AR reading, got to go fishing. 
There were many tangled lines and many sticks caught, but every 
once in a while, someone would catch a fish. You could tell by the 
screaming and cheering from their classmates when a fish was 
caught. Teachers, parents, and grandparents were on hand to help 
with baiting hooks and helping to untangle lines. 

DANCE, DANCE, DANCE!
Hundreds attended the Redleve’ Dance Studio’s Spring Recital Friday 
afternoon to see 12 groups of girls show off their dance routines. 
Over 50+ dancers performed, from ages 3-to 18. This was the 2021-
2022 final recital of the season.

The show had a variety of dance styles from Ballet classics, Jazz, 
Tap, Lyrical, Hip Hop, and Latin Rhythms.

RedLevé Dance Studio will continue with a 7 Week Summer Dance 
Program. June 7th - 30th & July 5th - 21st. For complete information 
visit: 
https://www.redleve.com/2022-summer-camp

The Fall Season will begin in August 2022. Enrollment will begin in 
July. Have questions? You can contact them at (405) 295-5779 or 
email redlevedance@gmail.com. RedLevé Dance Studio is located at 
17172 E Conoco Rd, Hennessey, OK!

THE HHS CLASS OF 2022
Hennessey Public Schools sent off 51 graduates last Saturday during 
the graduation ceremony at the Eagle Event Center. This year’s class 
included 6 Valedictorians, 10 Honors, and 14 Distinction students. In 
addition, during the ceremony, 2 Hennessey grads, Dale Melendy and 
Jack Wells, were inducted into the Hennessey Hall of fame.

http://www.allabouthennessey.com
https://www.redleve.com/2022-summer-camp
mailto:redlevedance@gmail.com
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HENNESSEY ELEMENTARY FIELD DAY
The elementary school students participated in the annual “Field Day” 
Tuesday, May 10th, at the football field.  This event includes many 
athletic activities, including tug of war, football, sack races, 3-legged 
races, archery, etc.  Photos by Libby Seiger  

HENNESSEY FFA BANQUET
The Hennessey chapter of the FFA Held their annual banquet on Friday, May 6th 
and awarded various awards and enjoyed a meal. 
Degrees and Team Recognitions 
Discover Degrees- Jaxson Parkinson, Trevin Smith, Jarrett smith, Emmalee 
Sipe , Kaden Kennedy, Hayden Hubbard, Eldon Harris. 
Star Discovery- Kaden Kennedy 
Greenhand Degrees-  Raul Velasquez, Kevin Trillo, Joseph Thompson, Blaney 
Sturgill, Abdiel Regalado, Westyn hopkins, Jenna Hladik, Brooklyn Harris, Jessin 
Hardin, Emmanuel Granillo, Leah Dickens, Adin Dickens, Paeton Choate, Shawn 
Beard, Yahir Alvares. 
Star Greenhand- Leah Dickens, Adin Dickens, Brooklyn Harris, and Jenna Hladik 
Chapter Degrees-  Alan Perez, Adan Valdez, Weston Smith, Tucker Goff, Cale 
Dickens, Amey Haymaker
Outstanding Achievement in Ag Mechanics- GMAW Welding- Jessin Hardin, 
Westyn Hopkins, Kevin Trillo, Raul Velazques, Joseph Thompson 
Meat Evaluation Team recognition- Emily Hawk, Amey Haymaker, Ryan Pribil, 
Cale Dickens, Leah Dickens, Adin Dickens, Kaden Kennedy, Paeton Choate, 
Jenna Hladik, Brooklyn Harris
Quiz Bowl Team- NW District Reserve Champions, State Qualifiers- Brooklyn 
Harris, Paeton Choate, Jenna Hladik, Adin Dickens, Leah Dickens
Opening and Closing Ceremonies Team- 3rd Place Kingfisher Region- Emma 
Sipe, Kaden Kennedy, Adin Dickens, Leah Dickens, Jenna Hladik, Brooklyn Harris
State FFA Convention Chorus members representing Hennessey FFA- 
Jenna Hladik and Brooklyn Harris 
Livestock Premium Sale Qualifiers- Cale Dickens (County), Emily Hawk (county 
and district), Amey Haymaker (OYE- Overall swine showmanship winner), Kaden 
Kennedy (county, district and 1st alternate at OYE). 
Upper Level Awards
American Degree Recognition- Elizabeth Pribil, Derik Fuksa, Kaden Mitchell, 
Gage Zelnicek
State Degrees and $1,000 Ag Booster Club Scholarship Recipients- Emily Hawk 
and Ryan Pribil

Top Blue and Gold Salesmen and record breaking sales- Emily Hawk
Outstanding Community Service Award- Amey Haymaker
Top Hand Award- Tucker Goff, Star Chapter Farmer- Kaden Kennedy 2022-
2023 Hennessey FFA Officers, President- Amey Haymaker, Vice President- Cale 
Dickens, Secretary- Adin Dickens, Treasurer- Blaney Sturgill, Reporter- Leah 
dickens, Sentinel- Brooklyn Harris

http://www.allabouthennessey.com
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HENNESSEY

A Memorial service for Scotty 
L. Joyce, 54 will be at 3:00 
PM Saturday May 21, 2022 at 
First Christian Church officiate 
by Rev. Ish Engle. Cremation 
arrangements are by Cordry-
Gritz Funeral Home.

Scotty was born in Oklahoma 
City on April 23, 1968 to Harry 
and Janice Pool Joyce and died 
Monday May 16, 2022 at his 
home in Hennessey.

He married Lark Maxwell in 
Kerrville, Texas on May 6, 1989. 

The couple moved to Hennessey 
in 1989. Scotty worked for Ranger Oil Field Services until 1996. He 
then became an over-the-road truck driver for several years. Scotty 
began working for Speller Oil in 2007.

He is survived by his wife Lark of the home, three sons Sheldon 
Joyce, Dillon Joyce, Dalton Joyce; father Harry Joyce; one brother 
Chad Joyce; one sister Katha Vaverka and husband Michael, all of 
Hennessey; two nephews Cole Joyce, Brett Joyce, and three nieces 
Marissa Vaverka, Madison Vaverka, and Kaullins Vaverka.

Scotty was preceded in death by his mother Janice, and one nephew 
Wyatt Joyce.

Memorial donations may be made in his name to Hennessey Powder 
and String Club with the funeral home serving as custodian of the fund.

http://www.allabouthennessey.com
https://www.facebook.com/Cordry-Gritz-Funeral-Home-116026880231456


The All About Hennessey POST  PAGE NUMBER 7All About Hennessey
Wednesday, May 18, 2022

-HENNESSEY’S HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER-

CAR SHOW WEEKEND!
This Sunday, Hennessey will be the host for hundreds of cars and car enthusiasts for the 2nd annual Cruis’n Oklahoma event. Last year, over 
2000 converged on Hennessey to check out the cars and take part in the many activities. This year will be no different! The vehicles will start 
arriving at about 1 pm and will line up on Main Street and along the side streets. Activities areas this year have been expanded to an area 
north of town in the area north of the Dollar General store. This includes two helicopters and ATV barrel racing. Drone racing will be held in the 
parking lot of NBS Data. And the decibel contest will be at the old CNG station on north Main. D&G Dyno Tune will host the dyno pull event, and 
the burnout contest will be at the east end of First St. There will be a vendor market located at DC Trailer, and fire trucks and bouncy houses 
will be available for kids. All of the Hennessey restaurants will be open for business. For more information, 
go to www. https://allabouthennessey.com/calendar.

Decibel Contest •  $30 per USACi classes CNG Station 
Burnout Box • East end of W. First Street Parking lot.
Dyno Pulls • D&G Dyno Tune  Dewaynes Conoco 301 S Main • Horsepower & 
Torque pulling numbers.  Register at 9am - First come first serve pulls from 
10-5pm  3 pulls for $50  - gasoline only no diesel, no wideband and data 
logging , no tuning.  
ATV - UTV Barrel Racing • (Adults) North of Dollar General (north of hwy 51) 
Must sign waiver, helmet and copy of license required.
Drone Racing  •  NBS Data Parking lot 313 N Main St.
ATV Barrel Racing Kids • 13 - 17 years old registration and helmet required.
Helicopter Rides •  North of Dollar General. registration required. 
Music • Enjoy music by the Robert Allen Band at Memorial Park on Main Street.
Food and Shopping • All Hennessey locally owned Restaurants and shops will 
be open during this event.  (no food trucks will be allowed)
Stuff for Kids • Fire Trucks and Bouncy Houses
Vendor Market • DC Trailer parking lot 410 N Main. 

http://www.allabouthennessey.com
http://www.mowersok.com
go to www. https://allabouthennessey.com/calendar.
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CITATIONS  05/2/22 - 05/09/22

INCIDENT REPORT

Speeding 11-15 Over  $212.00 Blevins, Lynette Beatrice of Guthrie, OK 
Speeding 36 and Over  $397.00 Metcalfe, Christina Lynn of Enid, OK 
Speeding 16-20 Over  $227.00 Carthel, Traci Gayle of Hennessey, OK 
Speeding 11-15 Over  212.00 Colvin, Devonte of Watonga, OK 
Possession of Marijuana  $790.00 Rice, Stephen James of Watonga, OK 
Expired Tag/Failure to Pay Taxes Due to State  $265.00 Harder, Joseph Gabriel of Bartlesville,OK 
Animal at Large   $235.00 Montes, Evelin of Hennessey, OK  
Speeding 11-15 Over  $212.00 Evans, Jacob Lee of El Reno, OK 
Speeding 11-15 Over  $212.00 Mitchell, Ebony Renee of Ruleville, MS 
Improper Equipment  $90.00 Valles, Jose of Hennessey, OK  
Speeding 16-20 Over  $227.00 Wallace, April Mae of Enid, OK   
Speeding 1-10 Over  $185.00 Best, Young Hwa of Choctaw, OK  
 

Hennessey Police Report

05/10/22 - Lift assist 
05/12/22 - Arrest on warrants
05/12/22 - Domestic 
05/13/22 - Dog bite and animal at large 500 block of Oklahoma
05/14/22 - Assistance with keys locked in car
05/12/22 - Medical 
05/14/22 - Tank battery fire due to lightening strike. Hwy 51 W2740 Rd

SEARCH AND RESCUE
Blindfolded, hazardous and hot was the theme for the Hennessey 
Firefighter’s training last night.  Hennessey trained alongside several 
firefighters from Dover and Waukomis departments in the old 
Hennessey daycare building.  Dressed in 80 pounds of full bunker 
gear with air packs and blindfolded, the mission was to crawl through 
a structure, and rescue someone incapacitated in a fire.   Working 
as a team, 2 men in the structure and several outside helping with 
the hose they had to overcome numerous obstacles.  This included 
making their way through several doors, climbing through a small 
opening with obstructions, and traversing an elevated area, all while 
staying together and dragging a heavy firehose.

When done, they cooked burgers while cooling off and going over 
their experiences.   This will probably be the last time the old daycare 
building will be used for training because it has been condemned and 
will be torn down. 

http://www.allabouthennessey.com
https://www.facebook.com/Hennessey-Processing-LLC-112656547998944
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HELP WANTED
The Town of Hennessey
 
The Town of Hennessey is needing to fill a full time 
employee position. Duties to include but are not 
limited to: mowing and weed eating, tree trimming, 
spraying weeds and helping other departments as 
needed. A valid OK. Driver’s license is required. For 
further inquiries, please call David at (405)-853-1431. 
Applications are available at the Town Hall

Wanted: Library Director, Hennessey Public Library
Reporting to the Town Administrator, the Library Director 
is responsible for all aspects of library operations. We 
are seeking an energetic leader with prior managerial or 
administrative experience, with strong written and oral 
communication skills, experience or a desire to work with a 
community of all ages, and experience with various forms of 
technology. This position requires an understanding of the 
cultural and economic foundations of a rural community. 
Candidates will be required to have a Bachelor’s degree, 5 
years of library experience, or a Level III Certification with 
the Oklahoma Department of Libraries. Bilingual skills are 
a plus but not required.
This position is fulltime (40 hours weekly) with a starting 
rate of $19.00 an hour. The Town of Hennessey offers 
a comprehensive benefits package including a liberal 
vacation plan, a matching retirement program, and paid 
health insurance.
Full job description available at https://hennesseypl.okpls.
org/ Apply by submitting a resume, cover letter, and three 
professional references by mail at: Town of Hennessey  PO 
Box 306. Hennessey, OK 73742 Or by email at: hennesseyokus@
pldi.net

Wanted: Seasonal Library Assistant, Hennessey Public Library
Reporting to the Library Director, the Library Assistant’s 
primary responsibility will be to assist the library staff 
during the summer months. We are seeking an enthusiastic 
individual with prior customer service experience, clerical 
skills such as typing, emailing, or answering the phone, and 
a desire to work with children. Other duties may include 
but are not limited to: checking in and out library materials, 
processing and shelving materials, assisting with children’s 
activities, as well as cleaning and organizing library spaces. 
Candidates must be at least 16 years of age, have great 
organizational skills and be able to multi task.
This position is a seasonal temporary position. 
Full job description available at https://hennesseypl.okpls.org/ 
Application available at https://hennesseyok.org/wp-content/
uploads/2020/05/townapp.pdf  Apply by mail or in person 
at:Hennessey Public Library 525 S Main St. Hennessey, OK 
73742 Or by email at: info@hennessey.lib.ok.us

HENNESSEY POLICE DEPARTMENT HIRING
The Town of Hennessey, Oklahoma is currently accepting applications 
for the position of Police Officer/Patrolman. Must be 21 years of 
age, have a high school diploma or GED, a valid driver’s license, and 
no felony convictions or convictions of crimes of moral turpitude. 
Benefits include state pension (must pass physical), paid health 
insurance for the employee, vacation, and sick leave. Must be able 
to work shift-work, weekends, and holidays. CLEET certification 
is preferred but not required. Applications will be accepted until 
November 13th, 2020 at 5:00 PM.
Applications can be picked up in person at the Hennessey Police 
Department located at 110 East 2nd Street, Hennessey, Oklahoma 
73742.
Please direct questions to interim Chief Aaron Pitts, 405-853-4444 
or apitts@hennesseypd.com

HENNESSEY POST OFFICE IS HIRING FOR Rural Carrier Associate (RCA)
In this role you deliver and collect packages along routes in rural areas 
during weekdays, weekends and holidays. You also provide a variety of 
services to customers along your assigned route. You may be required 
to use a personal vehicle if a postal vehicle is not provided. As an RCA 
you may be eligible to receive health benefits and promotion to a career 
opportunity. This position is ideal for candidates that enjoy staying acti-
ve and working independently outdoors with occasional customer ser-
vice interactions. Job duties include:Sort, lift and push moderate to hea-
vy loads of mail and packages to prepare for deliveryDeliver mail along 
your assigned route Pick up or collect mail from customers, Sell stamps, 
stamped paper and money orders or other services, work indoors and 
outdoors in all weather: rain, snow, cold and heat.
Apply now to see the detailed job description. Visit USPS.com to apply

http://www.allabouthennessey.com
https://hennesseypl.okpls.org/
https://hennesseypl.okpls.org/
mailto:hennesseyokus@pldi.net 
mailto:hennesseyokus@pldi.net 
https://hennesseypl.okpls.org/
https://hennesseyok.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/townapp.pdf
https://hennesseyok.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/townapp.pdf
mailto:info@hennessey.lib.ok.us 
mailto:apitts@hennesseypd.com
http://USPS.com


The All About Hennessey POST  PAGE NUMBER 10All About Hennessey
Wednesday, May 18, 2022

-HENNESSEY’S HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER-

Upcoming events
Thursday, May 19   12 – 1pm

Hennessey Lions Club Meeting at Family Cafe

Saturday, May 21
Hennessey Pool Opens

Sunday, May 22 Cruis’n Oklahoma Hennessey Edition  1-6 pm

Thursday, May 26
Hennessey United Red Carpet

Thursday, May 26    12 – 1pm
Hennessey Lions Club Meeting at Family Cafe

Saturday, May 28
Lacy Alumni & Friends Reunion

Thursday, June 2   12 – 1pm
Hennessey Lions Club Meeting at Family Cafe

Thursday, June 2  6:30 – 7:30pm
OK2A Meeting  Vernost Wine Co

Saturday, June 4  8 – 9am  Men’s Breakfast
First Christian Church 500 E 3rd St, Hennessey, OK 73742

Saturday, June 4 Wine n Blues Festival at Vernost 2:00pm

Thursday, June 9  12 – 1pm
Hennessey Lions Club Meeting at Family Cafe

Thursday, June 9  6 – 7pm  Town Board Meeting

Monday, June 13  7 – 8pm  School Board Meeting

Thursday, June 16  12 – 1pm
Hennessey Lions Club Meeting at Family Cafe

Tuesday, June 21 Mason Meeting at Coronado Lodge

Thursday, June 23  12 – 1pm
Hennessey Lions Club Meeting at Family Cafe

Thursday, June 30    12 – 1pm
Hennessey Lions Club Meeting at Family Cafe

Saturday, July 2   8 – 9am
Men’s Breakfast

First Christian Church 500 E 3rd St, Hennessey, OK 73742

http://www.allabouthennessey.com
http://www.gopioneer.com
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HOWDY GOING UP
The new Howdy Truck Stop building located north of the intersection 
of Hwy 51 & 81 started to rise above the ground this week as the 
construction crew started the steel frame work.  On the east side of 
Hwy 51 construction has been moving along to install the sewer and 
water lines for the new facility.  When done the business will be a full 
service truck stop, with gas and diesel, truck parking, and include a 
restaurant and a truck repair center.

Closing in on State Budget
By Rep. Mike Dobrinski

By the time you read this article, we 
could have a state budget. House and 
Senate leaders are still negotiating, 
but we are very close to a final 
product. Budget bills, including the 
main appropriations bill, should begin 
to be heard in the Joint Committee 
on Appropriations & Budget the 
week starting May 16. Once bills 
go through the committee, they will 
be heard, questioned, debated and 
get a final vote on the floor of each 
legislative chamber before being sent 
to the governor.

In my next column I’ll be able to give many more details of the state 
budget.

On another topic, we had a number of bills this year that sought to 
address ad valorem tax protests by energy companies that disagree 
with county tax valuations on property. These protests sometimes 
drag out for years and tie up funds intended for counties and schools. 
Lawmakers studied this issue last interim, which formed the basis 
for much of the legislation written this year. Much of the legislation 
stalled in the process, but three bills are still active.

House Bill 3901 would require the Court of Tax Review to hear 
complaints challenging a county board of equalization’s valuation 
of property that exceeds $3 million. The Court would be required 
to schedule a conference within 20 days of the answer filed by the 
county assessor. These cases must go before a judicial administrative 
district that does not contain within its borders any of the property 
protested. Any challenges of property less than $3 million shall go to 
district court.

This bill has been granted a conference committee hearing, which 
means if final language can be agreed upon by committee members 
and passed in both legislative chambers, it can be sent to the 
governor for his consideration of signing it into law. This could speed 
the process on larger protests.

House Bill 4413 would allow county assessors to be assisted by 
appraisers and to consult with the Oklahoma Tax Commission in 
valuing property, but appraisers may not participate in any valuation 
negotiations or protests. Contracts with and communication between 
such appraisers and assessors are subject to the Open Records Act. 
Any assessor appointed or assigned must be state-certified   and 
have successfully completed the advanced accreditation program.

This bill has already gone through the conference committee process, 
and the final language was approved by the House. Once the Senate 
approves, this bill can be sent to the governor.

House Bill 2627 requires the county assessor to notify the treasurer 
or chief financial officer of every school district, technology school 
district, and any other affected district within five days of a tax 
protest. The assessor also must notify affected districts of updates 
in the process including completion of the protest and total amount 
that will be apportioned. This bill too has been granted a conference 
committee hearing.

Please follow regular updates on my house Facebook page and reach 
out anytime at (405) 557-7407 or Mike.Dobrinski@okhouse.gov.
In your service, Mike Dobrinski

http://www.allabouthennessey.com
mailto:Mike.Dobrinski@okhouse.gov
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