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Thursday, May 27
12 – 1pm
Hennessey Lions Club Meeting 
at Family Cafe

Monday, May 31
Memorial Day

Tuesday, June 1
Deadline to sign up for the 5K 
Triathlon

Thursday, June 3
OK2A Meeting
Vernost Wine Co

Saturday, June 5
5K Triathlon 8am
Wine n Blues Festival 12pm
Mrs B’s Retirement Banquet 4pm

Saturday, June 3
8 – 9am
Men’s Breakfast
First Christian Church 500 E 3rd 
St, Hennessey, 

Every Thursday 
12 – 1pm
Hennessey Lions Club Meeting 
at Family Cafe

FALLEN VETERANS 
OF OKLAHOMA 

The 3rd Annual Red Dirt “Honor The 
Fallen” Run event took place this 
past Saturday, May 22nd. About 65 
motorcyclists from all over the state 
left Enid and traveled to Hennessey’s 
Jack Toney’s farm.  Jack was 
awarded three Purple Hearts and two 
bronze stars during his tour of duty in 
Vietnam from 1969-1970. The group 
presented Jack with a custom made 
cup from a wood lathe made out of 
Purple Heart wood with his name, the 
WVO logo, and a Purple Heart medal.

The veterans then traveled to 
Kingfisher, Cashion, Crescent, Garber 
and the Elks Lodge in Enid where they 
held a  live and silent auction, as well 
as 50/50 drawings. There was also a 
cornhole tournament, meal and live 
band.

The FVOO uses this as a fundraiser for 
different activities they do throughout 
the year for veterans. The veterans also 
honored a fallen service man or woman 
at each stop during the ride.  You can 
donate to their organization at 
http://woundedveteransofoklahoma.org

http://allabouthennessey.com
http://woundedveteransofoklahoma.org 
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 Full Senate Approves ‘Filmed in Oklahoma Act of 2021’
The full Senate has given its approval to Senate Bill 608, the “Filmed in Oklahoma Act of 2021.”  The measure, by Senate 
Appropriations Vice Chair Sen. Chuck Hall, R-Perry, and House Appropriations and Budget Subcommittee on Finance, Revenue 
and Taxation Chair Rep. Scott Fetgatter, R-Okmulgee, establishes a $30 million cap on first-come, first-served rebates for TV 
and film productions in Oklahoma.

Hall said this new rebate package builds on the tremendous success of the state’s existing rebate program, which had a cap of 
$8 million, and strengthens requirements for the use of Oklahoma locations and facilities in order to qualify for the maximum 
rebates.  He noted that in Fiscal Year 2020, the $8 million investment made in film and TV productions resulted in over $32.8 
million spent directly on Oklahoma crews and vendors, with 3,960 jobs created for Oklahoma residents. In the current fiscal 
year, the estimate was for 33 film and TV productions creating 10,218 local jobs with a direct economic impact of $161.7 
million.

“This legislation is about diversifying Oklahoma’s economy by supporting home-grown entertainment businesses and jobs 
and supporting local economies,” Hall said.  “We now have more sound stages and post-production facilities that have come 
online and are ready to capitalize on this enhanced rebate package—make no mistake, this legislation will boost entertainment 
production right here in Oklahoma, creating thousands of jobs for Oklahomans and supporting local hotels, restaurants and 
other Oklahoma businesses.”

The funding would be distributed on a first-come, first-served basis, offering a base percentage of 20% on qualified Oklahoma 
expenditures for film and TV productions.  As an additional incentive to utilize rural counties and towns, there’s a three percent 
rebate if 25% of filming is done in a county with a population of less than 250,000.  The package also includes an additional 
2% rebate if the project is filmed in a town of under 13,000.  There are additional rebates available for using Oklahoma sound 
stages and post-production facilities, for pilot episodes of TV programs, for filming one or more seasons or for multi-picture 
deals.  

“The Filmed in Oklahoma Act of 2021 is a piece of legislation that will provide an immediate return for our state and our citizens. 
It will create jobs for blue-collar workers all across the state of Oklahoma and for every dollar we spend, we will get $17 spent 
back,” Fetgatter said.  “This bill allows us to continue to diversify our state’s economy and show the world its natural beauty. It 
will pay big dividends for Oklahoma and Oklahomans.”

For more information, contact Sen. Chuck Hall, 405-521-5628, or email Chuck.Hall@oksenate.gov.

Senate  leader comments on passage of education scholarship program
Oklahoma Senate President Pro Tempore Greg Treat, R-Oklahoma City, commended the full Senate for overwhelmingly passing 
Senate Bill 1080, which makes improvements to the Equal Opportunity Scholarship Act.

The Equal Opportunity Scholarship program provides tax credits to donors who voluntarily donate funds to support education. 
The grants can be used by private schools to support low-income families and by public schools for innovation or classroom 
support. Treat’s SB 1080 increases to $50 million the amount of tax credits available for the program, with $25 million for public 
schools and $25 million for private schools. Additionally, the bill adds transparency by increasing reporting requirements of the 
private schools’ scholarship granting organizations.

“The Equal Opportunity Scholarship Act is a life-changing program. The program has benefited homeless children and low-
income families. The changes we are making to the program will help deserving students receive a high-quality education they 
otherwise could not afford. The changes also will generate more funding for public schools by giving their supporters more 
ways to donate. This is a tremendous bill for students, families and Oklahoma education overall. I appreciate the overwhelming 
support of my Senate colleagues and look forward to the Oklahoma House passing the bill,” Treat said.

SB 1080 on Tuesday passed by a vote of 36-11 and now goes to the Oklahoma House of Representatives for consideration.

http://allabouthennessey.com
tel:405-521-5628
mailto:Chuck.Hall%40oksenate.gov?subject=
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SENATE MINUTES FROM CHUCK HALL
It is incredible to look back at this time last year and think about where our 
state was.   Between the pandemic’s impact on the economy and low oil and 
gas prices, Oklahoma was facing a $1.3 billion revenue shortfall. But unlike 
other states, Oklahoma started opening up and getting people back to work, and 
our employment rates are now among the best in the nation.   State revenues 
have rebounded and we will be able to make critical investments in education, 
economic development, rural broadband access, rural communities, health care 
and public safety.

We were able to restore last year’s cuts in public education—the budget we’ve 
agreed to for Fiscal Year 2022, beginning July 1, increases common education 
funding to a record high of nearly $3.2 billion, reduces class sizes for kindergarten 
and first grade, and provides other much-needed resources for our schools.

This budget also provides tax relief for families and businesses, reducing the top 
personal income tax rate from 5% to 4.75%, and reducing the corporate income 
tax rate from 6% to 4%.  These changes will place Oklahoma in the Top 10 for 
lowest tax rates in the country among states that levy those types of taxes.
One of the things that really helped protect us last year was the decision we made in the 2020 session not to spend the full 
amount of money we were authorized by the State Board of Equalization to appropriate.  Coupled with additional funds we’d 
saved the previous year, these fiscally conservative approaches really enabled us to protect core services from deep, deep cuts 
last session and left us on much more solid financial footing going into the next budget.  This year, we’ll be saving back more 
than $800 million, taking our state savings to around $1 billion, ensuring critical reserves in the case of future economic shifts.
As Vice Chair of Appropriations, I think it is very important to make investments that will pay our state dividends for years to 
come, enhancing job and economic growth and improving opportunities throughout Oklahoma.  Our current film rebate has 
been a phenomenal success, creating thousands of jobs and home-grown production businesses, with more and more major 
films and TV series being produced right here in Oklahoma.  This session, we’re raising that rebate from a cap of $8 million to 
$30 million.

As we work to recruit new businesses to Oklahoma, one of the first things they want to know is how is our connectivity?   
Unfortunately, we are ranked 47th in the nation, and that caused major challenges for schools and businesses across the state 
during the pandemic when so much of our day-to-day lives was shifted to online.   We’ve been working on this issue for months, 
and among the many steps we are taking is the creation of a $42 million tax incentive for providers.  This is crucial for rural 
Oklahoma and will ultimately benefit our entire state.
We’re also giving county commissioners greater flexibility 
in accessing resources available through the County 
Improvements for Roads and Bridges (CIRB) fund, as well as 
boosting appropriations to REAP, the Rural Economic Action 
Plan, which funds important infrastructure projects in our rural 
communities. We were also able to fund the ongoing effort 
to address the REAL ID backlog, with mega centers serving 
the public planned for late summer. I’ll be giving you more 
information about this in the weeks to come.

This is a solid budget that addresses needs in our core services 
like education, transportation, public safety and health and 
mental health, lowers tax burdens, invests in key areas to 
stimulate job creation and economic development and allows 
us to build our savings for future emergencies.  And almost as 
soon as the gavel comes down on the 2021 session, we’ll soon 
be back at work, analyzing the economic data and revenue 
projections as we begin to develop the budget for Fiscal Year 
2023.
Please feel free to contact my Capitol office with any questions 
or concerns you may have about legislation or other issues 
impacting our state at 405-521-5628 or at Chuck.Hall@oksenate.gov.

http://allabouthennessey.com
tel:405-521-5628
mailto:Chuck.Hall%40oksenate.gov?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/EaglePropaneCo
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NEW TOWN BOARD MEMBERS 2021

Tiffany Tillman
Town Administrator

Bert Gritz
Mayor

Cifford Vogt
Vice Mayor

Keith Meek
Trustee

Richard Simunek
Trustee

Harold Shaw
Trustee

Kati Walters
Town Clerk

Shelley Burch 
Treasurer

http://allabouthennessey.com
http://sarapainterinsurance.com/
https://www.facebook.com/RH-Trucks-and-Autos-100319055104741
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Obituary
Agnes “Aggie” M. Shimanek

Agnes “Aggie” M. Shimanek, 
beloved sister, aunt and friend, 
passed away peacefully on 
May 13, 2021 in Houston, TX. 
Aggie was born on May 22, 
1929 and raised in Hennessey, 
Oklahoma.  

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Joseph and 
Josephine Shimanek, brothers, 
Henry, William, David (Chuck) 
and George Shimanek and 
sisters Adel Popplewell and 

Helen Lamerton.

She is also survived by three siblings and their families, 
Jo Abady, Dallas, TX, Terri Haskins, Decatur, Il, and Don 
Shimanek, Harlingen, TX. Aggie loved her numerous nieces 
and nephews (all 30 of them) and remembered and honored 
every birthday, every year. She resided in Houston for 50 
years having relocated from Denver with Shell Oil Company. 
She loved to travel and was proud of her Czech heritage and 
studied the Czech language for years. 

Aggie was a devout Catholic and attended Mass daily.  She 
knew every Mass schedule of every Catholic Church in the 
city Houston, her favorite being Our Lady of Czestochowa.  

Aggie had a strong devotion to the Blessed Mother and would 
ask Our Lady to intercede during her daily Holy Hour.

A special thank you to Billy and Sheila Haskins who visited 
her regularly and cared for her so lovingly.

Mass of Christian Burial will be held Saturday, May 22, at 
11:00 am, at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Hennessey with 
Rev. Edward Menasco officiating. Burial will follow Calvary 
Cemetery, Hennessey under the direction of Cordry-Gritz 
Funeral Home. 

Thomas Weldon Oliver
MARSHALL

Thomas Weldon Oliver, 66 was 
born on October 18, 1954 to 
Roger Weldon and Patty Bunch 
Oliver and died at his home 
Monday May 17, 2021.

Tom and his family moved 
to Hennessey in 1962. He 
graduated from Hennessey 
High School in 1972. He then 
attended and graduated form 

Oklahoma State University with a degree in Geology.

Tom worked for ExxonMobile from 1986 until 2011 when he 
retired.

He was a skilled hunter and gun collector. He had been to Africa 
six times, British Columbia, Canada, Alaska and Colorado for 
hunting trips. It was said that if Tom was shooting, it was dead.

Tom is survived by his wife of forty-two years Nancy, his 
brother Steve Oliver and wife Teresa, his niece Shanda Suit, 
and nephew Cale Oliver.

According to Tom’s wishes there will be no services. Cremation 
arrangements are by Cordry-Gritz Funeral Home, Hennessey.

Memorial donations may be made in his name to The OSU 
Foundation with the funeral home serving as custodian of the 
fund.

http://allabouthennessey.com
https://www.facebook.com/Cordry-Gritz-Funeral-Home-116026880231456
https://www.facebook.com/GaviotasCatering
https://www.facebook.com/GoldenChickHennessey
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NOW HIRING A 
PRAIRIE QUILT TEAM 
MEMBER

*EARNING HAS NEVER 
BEEN SO FUN*

If you are…
- Dependable
- Open to learn
- Friendly
- Quick to adapt
- A problem solver
- A hard worker
We offer…
-Educational opportunities 
(Possibility for paid out-of-state 
travel opportunities)
- Family-like employees
- Job variety from day-to-day
- The chance to be creative on a 
daily basis
- Benefits: Simple IRA 
contribution, health, dental and 
vision insurance, 
- monthly bonus opportunity, 
generous store discount, paid 
vacation
-paid holidays
Experience with sewing not 
required.
Prairie Quilt is Oklahoma’s 
Largest Quilt Shop and 
Oklahoma’s Sewing, Embroidery 
and Quilting Machine 
Headquarters.
To apply, please send your resume 
via email to fdeskatpq@gmail.com, 
or visit us in-store at 101 S. Main 
St., Hennessey, OK 73742. To inquire 
further about this job, feel free to call 
us at (405) 853-6801.

Speed 1-10 MPH Over Posted limit $185.00
Grant D. Jones                Yukon
Ronda S. Jinkens                  Okeene 
Brody D. Overstreet            Fairmont 
John C. Cope Jr.                  Watonga
Bryon R. Williams       Rockford, IL 
Jose Duran-Rodriguez  Artesia, NM 
Baleigh R. Stewart               Omega 
Cody R. Waite            Shattuck

Speed 16-20 MPH Over Posted Limit $227.00 
Austin M. Winder       Wichita, KS

Speed 21-25 MPH Over Posted Limit $267.00 
Franklin S. Floyd                   Edmond

Driving Under Suspension $565.00 
Robert A. Goodwin        Pampa, TX

Failure to Pay Taxes Due to State $265.00
Tracy L. Williams             Orlando
Amy D. Sullivan                           Enid
Holly K. Crawford          Ringwood

HELP WANTED AT 
FIRST METHODIST 
CHURCH
Secretary - Hennessey First 
United Methodist Church is 
looking for a part time secretary. 
Approx. 20-24 hours per week. 
Requires a background check, 
computer skills and ability to 
perform general administrative 
duties. Please call the church 
office (405-853-2569) for more 
information.

Children’s Worker - Hennessey 
First United Methodist Church 
is  looking for a Children’s 
Worker for Sunday morning 
and other children’s ministry 
programs. Approx. 4-5 hours 
per week. Must be able to pass 
background check. Please call 
the church office (405-853-
2569) for more information.

Youth Director - Hennessey 
First United Methodist Church is 
looking for a Christian adult with 
experience working with youth 
to plan, coordinate and oversee 
the ministries related to youth 
6th through 12th grade. Approx. 
5-6 hours per week. Must 
be able to pass background 
check. Please call the church 
office (405-853-2569) for more 
information.

Hennessey Police 
Department Citations 
05/17/2021-05/24/2021

MOVED IN FOR THE SUMMER
As the children moved out of the elementary school for the 
summer this family of Canadian Geese moved in.  They have 
been there for several days and it looks like they are going to 
settle in for the summer!  Photos by Jimmy Berkenbile 

http://allabouthennessey.com
mailto:fdeskatpq@gmail.com
http://www.allabouthennessey.com/gailsgrill
https://www.heritagerxhennessey.com/
https://www.facebook.com/hpcpestandlawn
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SIGN OF THE TIMES
You can’t get gas here but you can spend the night!  Richard 
Simunek owner of Hennessey’s only Airbnb installed a new 
sign this week on his Champlin apartments.   Richard rebuilt 
the retro gas station themed apartments based on the original 
Champlin station that was a landmark in Hennessey.  Now you 
can put up your out of town guests in one of the 2 homes.  If 
you are interested in a short or long term stay you can go to 
Airbnb.com and search Hennessey, Oklahoma

http://allabouthennessey.com
http://Airbnb.com
http://www.northcutttoyota.com/
https://www.northcutttoyota.com
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LIFEWAY 
WOMEN LIVE 
SIMULCAST

June 12 
9am - 5pm

First Baptist Church
122 S Cherokee 
405-853-2410

Register by June 1
Lunch Provided

http://allabouthennessey.com
https://www.facebook.com/RoadtoOklahomaShopHop
http://www.scissortails.com/
https://www.facebook.com/LegacyLawnPest
https://www.facebook.com/tovarslawncare
http://www.allabouthennessey.com/
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http://allabouthennessey.com
https://obi.org
http://www.gopioneer.com
http://www.gopioneer.com
https://www.facebook.com/Vernost-Wine-Co-719492591403874
https://obi.org
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http://allabouthennessey.com
http://www.farmerselectricok.com/

