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THOUSANDS ARRIVE IN HENNESSEY!
Hennessey got an economic boost today 
as about 700 cars and thousands of people 
caravanned into our small town.   The 
event was coordinated by local business 
man Tony Blackburn as a way to help 
Hennessey with the downturn in business 
from Covid and the oil slump.  The Cruisin’ 
Oklahoma car club organizer Jarod Holt 
said, “This is the biggest one we have had.  
Hennessey really stepped up and proved to 
be a wonderful host.”  The daylong event 
featured cars of every kind, a burnout 
contest, helicopter rides, and games for 
the kids, a live band, vendors and dyno 
pulls.  All of the Hennessey restaurants 
and business were open and doing good 
business.  See more photos here!  
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Friday, April 16 - Sunday, 
April 25 Town-wide clean-up

Saturday, May 1
8 – 9am
Men’s Breakfast
First Christian Church 500 E 
3rd St

Tuesday, May 4
May the fourth be with you

Wednesday, May 5
Cinco de Mayo

Thursday, May 6
6:30 – 7:30pm
OK2A Meeting
Vernost Wine Co

Saturday, May 8
8am – 12pm
Fur, Feathers and Farm Swap 
corner of Oklahoma and 
Cemetery Rd, 

Sunday, May 9
Mother’s Day

Thursday, May 13
6pm
Town Board Meeting

Monday, May 17
Tax Day

Every Thursday 
12 – 1pm
Hennessey Lions Club 
Meeting at Family Cafe

http://allabouthennessey.com
https://allabouthennessey.com/2021/04/thousands-arrive-in-hennessey/
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SENATE MINUTES BY SENATOR CHUCK HALL
We’re now approaching the next big deadline for policy bills 
moving through the legislature. April 22 is the final day for the 
Senate to vote on bills that were introduced in the House, made 
it through their committees, and were approved in their chamber.  
Likewise, they face that same deadline for voting on bills sent 
over from the Senate.
More than 300 House bills were approved by Senate Committees, 
and this past week, we voted on close to 120 of those—we’ll 
continue working on the remaining bills through next Thursday, 
so it will be another intense week with long floor sessions.
There are exceptions to those deadlines, including appropriations 
bills as well as redistricting bills that will soon begin moving 
through the Legislature.  I wanted to stress that even though bills 
from these areas have not yet been heard by committees or on 
the floor, our work in both of these areas actually began before 
the session convened back in February.
As vice-chair of Appropriations, I’ve come to appreciate how 
intense the preliminary work on the budget really is.   We start 
looking at the numbers fairly soon after the end of the legislative 
session, and that work continues throughout the interim.   We 
monitor the revenue projections and other economic indicators 
as they become available, the revenue certifications by the 
state’s Board of Equalization in December, and then in February, 
and hold a series of budget hearings for state agencies and other 
entities.
At this point in the session, Appropriations Chairman Roger 
Thompson and I are holding meetings with subcommittee chairs at least one to two times each week, and he and I meet with our 
House counterparts about that often.  We are also meeting with our Senate fiscal staff daily.  Because we were still uncertain last 
year about the impact the pandemic would have on revenues, we did not appropriate all the funds available, giving us a sizable 
carry-over for the next budget.  However, those are one-time funds, meaning they won’t be available for recurring expenses.  We 
will continue to take a measured, fiscally conservative approach that prioritizes core services and takes into account additional 
new expenditures we must fund, including the Medicaid expansion approved by voters last year.
The redistricting process has been a bit more of a challenge this time around compared to previous years.  Redistricting is the 
redrawing of legislative and congressional district boundaries every 10 years to account for population shifts—each district must 
contain as close to the same number of people as possible.
Usually the U.S. Census Bureau gets the final numbers to the states the April following the year in which the census is concluded, 
but because of the pandemic and numerous related issues, we’ve been told it may be August before we receive those.   The 
challenge is that we’re constitutionally required to complete our legislative redistricting by the end of this session.  To stay on 
track, we’re utilizing the population estimates provided by the Census Bureau.  We’ve also been completely dedicated to making 
this an open and transparent process throughout.  We’ve held numerous town hall meetings in communities throughout the state 
and in person, and enabled private citizens to ask questions, make comments and submit their own maps.
We will complete our legislative redistricting by the end of this session as required, and if the final numbers indicate any revisions 
are necessary, we’ll do that in a special session this coming fall, during which time we’ll also complete work on congressional 
redistricting.
For more information about the process, you can go to our website at www.oksenate.gov or submit redistricting question to 
redistricting@oksenate.gov.
Please feel free to contact my Capitol office with any questions or concerns you may have about legislation or other issues 
impacting our state at 405.521.5628 or at Chuck.Hall@oksenate.gov.

http://allabouthennessey.com
http://www.oksenate.gov
mailto:redistricting@oksenate.gov
mailto:Chuck.Hall@oksenate.gov
https://www.facebook.com/Taggartsgardencenter
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LEGISLATION FILED TO ADDRESS PRICE SPIKES IN 
UTILITY BILLS DUE TO FEBRUARY WINTER STORM

FROM THE OKLAHOMA SENATE OKLAHOMA CITY – Legislation filed in the Oklahoma Senate would help manage the financial burden facing 
ratepayers due to extreme price spikes in utility and energy bills in the wake of the February winter storm.

Through the process of securitization, Senate Bill 1049 and Senate Bill 1050 both would allow ratepayers to lower their monthly costs 
associated with the weather event and lengthen the period of time the increased costs could be paid out, said Sen. James Leewright, 
R-Bristow, chair of the Senate’s Business, Labor and Commerce Committee, and chair of the Senate Select Committee created to study this 
issue.

Leewright said it’s estimated that Oklahoma utility ratepayers are obligated for approximately $4.5 billion in increased energy costs associated 
with the February winter storm. Without action, ratepayers would face dramatic increases in their energy bills, and those bills would be due 
immediately in large sums.

“Doing nothing to help ratepayers manage that debt load is not an option. If we do nothing, families and seniors on fixed incomes could 
be faced with choosing between paying their February energy bill or paying for food and medicine,” Leewright said.  “If we do nothing, 
small businesses could be forced to make layoffs or cutbacks to pay their energy bills. Securitization is the best path forward to help 
families manage the extreme costs related to the storm, and help small businesses manage the impact as they continue to recover from the 
pandemic.”

Rep. Gary Mize is chair of the House Utilities Committee.

“I believe the bills we’ve brought forth today strike a good balance between protecting the interests of Oklahomans while also ensuring utility 
companies receive what is due to them,” said Mize, R-Guthrie. “Our proposed legislation spreads out the costs from Oklahomans’ February 
bill without adding unnecessary or high financing costs. I’m glad all parties were able to work together to bring forward this solution for our 
citizens affected by the historic winter weather.”

Legislation Highlights:

Securitization of debt allows ratepayers to spread repayment over a period of months and pay a smaller, monthly amount for the February 
energy costs rather than paying for February usage in one lump sum.
Does not increase bond indebtedness of the state or cause any harm to the state budget.
Provides many avenues of oversight of through timely audits, extensive vetting and analysis by several state entities, and requiring regular 
reporting to the executive and legislative branches.
Regulated Utility Consumer Protection Act:

Allows increased costs related to the February 2021 winter storm to be securitized via the issuance of bonds backed by ratepayer revenues, 
reducing the financial impact of extreme costs related to the winter storm.
Creates a property right based on the customer charges for the securitization, which guarantees the holder of the bond will be repaid.
Allows Oklahoma Development Finance Authority to issue ratepayer-backed bonds, and requires ODFA to report regularly on the bond 
activity until the debt is retired.
Requires ratepayer-backed bonds go through the Council of Bond Oversight review and get approval from the Attorney General’s Office and 
the Oklahoma Supreme Court.
Unregulated Consumer Protection Act

Provides for the issuance of loans made pursuant to notes, bonds, revenue bonds, 
or other forms of indebtedness to reduce for unregulated utility customers the 
extreme financial impact of costs related to the February 2021 winter storm. 
Directs the ODFA to: Receive and review applications for the determination 
of utility costs related to the February winter storm; Issue written approval or 
disapproval of an unregulated utility’s application; Issue bonds necessary to 
fund the Unregulated Utility Customer Protection Fund from which loans are 
issued; and Issue loans to unregulated utilities for the amount approved in the 
application process. Requires utility bonds issued to fund the loan program go 
through the Council of Bond Oversight review and authorizes ODFA to apply for 
approval of the bonds by the Oklahoma Supreme Court.
Requires reporting to the governor and legislative leaders on the status of loan 
applications, when a loan is issued to an unregulated utility, and provide regular 
updates to those leaders until the debt is retired.
For more information, contact:
Sen. James Leewright at 405-521-5528 or email James.Leewright@oksenate.
gov Rep. Garry Mize at 405-557-7350 or email Garry.Mize@okhouse.gov

http://allabouthennessey.com
mailto:James.Leewright@oksenate.gov
mailto:James.Leewright@oksenate.gov
mailto:Garry.Mize@okhouse.gov
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ANNUAL SPRING CLEAN UP
April 16 - 25 

The dump will be open for free. 
No curbside pickup.  The Hennessey CAT 
team along with several other community 

groups may be available to help with 
any one in need.  You can contact the 

Community Action Team at (405) 853-5071

HENNESSEY FIRE DEPT. 
OPEN HOUSE!  

YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS THIS!

The Hennessey Fire Department  will have 
it’s open house, Saturday, April 24th from 
5:00-7:30 pm. Pork loin, fried potatoes, baked 
beans, roll and ice cream will be served by 
donation. Weather permitting,  Air Evac will fly 
in a medical helicopter east of the fire station.

http://allabouthennessey.com
http://www.gopioneer.com
http://www.gopioneer.com


        HENNESSEY DIGITAL NEWSPAPER                                   FOR DIGITAL CONTENT VISIT ALLABOUTHENNESSEY.COM 5

Wednesday, April 21, 2021

SMOKING THE SEWERS
Not to be confused with the 70s song “Smoking in the Boys room”. 
The Hennessey public works crew spent the day with the Oklahoma 
Rural Water Association, smoking the sewer lines throughout town 
looking for leaks.  Wastewater Technician, Tim Wincapaw with the 
ORWA said, “We use a gas powered fan to push smoke through the 
lines, where there is smoke there may be a problem.”  

They spent the day starting at the main line at the sewer lagoons 
and working their way east into town.  Several problem areas were 
detected.  Now they will determine the best way to make the repairs 
and what the costs will be.  Maybe we should have titled this “Smoke 
on Water”…

http://allabouthennessey.com
http://www.northcutttoyota.com/
https://www.northcutttoyota.com
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HENNESSEY  POLICE  
REPORT 

04/14/2021-04/19/2021

Speed 1-10 Over Posted 
Limit $185.00
Robert W. Silcott III  Fairview

Speed 11-15 Over Posted 
Limit $212.00 
Brenton L Kirkendall  
Fairview

Failure to Stop at Stop Sign 
$197.00 
Tracy L. Beck              Enid

Fail to Pay Taxes Due 
State $265.00 Danna L. 
Richardson  Hennessey

Driving Under Suspension-
2nd or Subsequent $815.00
Chasity Caulder        Hennessey

No Drivers License $365.00 
Defective Equipment $197.00
Teodoro Carrill O-Mora      Enid

EAGLE PROPANE GROWING 
AND EXPANDING

Eagle Propane is on the move, literally!  When 
Jimmy Berkenbile bought Eagle Propane in 2005 
he was following in his father’s footsteps as a 
second generation propane distributor.  

With the business, now growing and expanding into 
6 counties in Oklahoma, they are now expanding 
their service side of the business.
This expansion includes the hire of Eagle’s newest 
employee, Keegan Dobbs.  Keegan is a Hennessey 
grad and obtained his Hazmat CDL about 2 years 
ago that allows him to operate and deliver propane 
as well as service any type of propane equipment.  

Another expansion was to add a new 4-wheel 
drive service truck that is fully rigged out with a 
crane and all the tools needed to respond to any 
type of repair or new install.  Berkenbile said, “It 
keeps growing everyday adding new customers 
and services.”  

Eagle Propane also recently added satellite remote 
propane tank monitoring.  This enables them, 
by using an app to tell if any of their customers 
are low on fuel and respond before they run out.   
In addition they now offer secure bill pay on 
line at: https://eaglepropane.securepayments.
cardpointe.com
Eagle Propane’s Hennessey office is located at the 
intersection of Hwy 81 & 51 and is stocked with 
heaters of all kinds as well as a complete inventory 
of parts for quick repairs 24/7.  
Keegan joins the rest of the Eagle team that 
includes Kristi and Rob Simunek.  If you would like 
more information about Eagle Propane you can 
reach them at 405-853-4445.

HENNESSEY PARKS ADDITION 
UNDERWAY

About 2 years ago, Scott Hajek got approval to develop 
the land he owns northeast of the intersection of 
Hwy 51 & 81 in Hennessey.  It is Located behind, and 
north of the Sinclair station and the Dollar Store.  This 
phase includes about 10 acres.  Work has begun on 
the main sewer line that will tie this property into the 
town’s main system.  About a year ago, the town 
of Hennessey installed a sewer lift station near the 
southeast part of the property.  Now this is being tied 
into the pipe system that will service the area to be 
developed.   

This will be a commercial and industrial area, with the 
possibility of retail, on the highway and industrial on 
the back side. There will be several new roads built 
on the property that will line up with existing roads, 
such as Cheyenne St (across from Pizza Hut).  The 
new Park St will line up with the county road just 
north of the Dollar store that leads to the Vet Clinic.  
Preliminary construction on these roads have begun 
and will continue into this spring.   Construction on 
the first new business in the development will begin 
very soon, details coming shortly. 

1209 S Main  
405-538-9072

http://allabouthennessey.com
https://eaglepropane.securepayments.cardpointe.com
https://eaglepropane.securepayments.cardpointe.com
https://www.facebook.com/tovarslawncare
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THANK YOU FROM THE CLASS OF 2021 & 2022
Thank you to all the donor’s who helped us provide a safe and 
memorable after prom for our students.  Your donations allowed 
us to provide food and drinks as well as a variety of fun activities 
including Inflatables, a mechanical bull, large trikes, laser tag, 
escape rooms and a hypnotist. We were also able to purchase a 
prom t-shirt for all the juniors and seniors who attended after prom 
as well as a wide variety of prizes.  Also a big thank you to all the 
parents who volunteered to help.  We are truly blessed to live in this 
community. With Much Appreciation, Hennessey High School After-
Prom Committee and the Class of 2021 and 2022

http://allabouthennessey.com
https://www.facebook.com/tovarslawncare
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LOOKING BACK ON HHS GRADUATION 
About a year ago, it looked bleak for the Hennessey class of 2020.  
Covid was in full swing and school had been closed.  Levi McGee, 
owner of Mutiny Marketing had an idea.  He made 7 giant signs 
to honor the seniors and raised just enough money from local 
businesses to cover his cost and create a monument at the Library 
on Main St for everyone to see.  In less than 6 days, he got it done.  
Levi and his friend Jaylen Goff spent the afternoon erecting the 70 
foot row of signs.  Things are looking better for this year with a nearly 
normal graduation in the Eagle Event Center.  The HHS ceremony for 
the graduating class of 2021 is scheduled for May 9th at 2pm.

http://allabouthennessey.com
https://www.sjheatandair.com/
http://www.raycowireline.com/
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HERE ARE STUDENTS OF 
THE 4TH QUARTER! 

CRN                     Cyle Crum                         Lomega High School
Cosmo                Tristin Blevins                  Lomega High School
Cabinetry            Hector Rivera                   Lomega High School
PN                        Makayla Price                  Dover Adult
Pre-Eng               Kemper Britton                Kingfisher High School
Welding               Malachi Stewart              Kingfisher High School
DTI                       Yadira Perez                     Hennessey High School
HCC 2                   Ilse Ortega                       Hennessey High School
HCC 1                  Emory Norton                   Dover High School

#FYI: This Saturday, April 24, 2021, all local 
calls made within the Oklahoma 405 area code 
must be placed using 10 digits (area code + the 
7-digit telephone number).

http://allabouthennessey.com
https://www.facebook.com/CarolinasFondita/?__tn__=%2Cd%2CP-R&eid=ARD1Po7pqC0KEbdvE2MWfifa8RpDepBqBttwt7gLXCpn8VEYFDHdq6ZD1GXqSZe1flySlIM_Cz5CZVnh
https://www.facebook.com/LegacyLawnPest
https://www.roostersok.com
https://www.turkeycreekmercantile.com/
https://www.facebook.com/CarolinasFondita/?__tn__=%2Cd%2CP-R&eid=ARD1Po7pqC0KEbdvE2MWfifa8RpDepBqBttwt7gLXCpn8VEYFDHdq6ZD1GXqSZe1flySlIM_Cz5CZVnh
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THE ALL ABOUT HENNESSEY SHOW 008 April 15, 2021
This week’s co-host is Richard Simunek owner of 
Hennessey’s only Air B&B, we learn more about the mega 
car show coming this weekend and of course, Dr. Woods 
will be along with all of the end of school updates.

Contact Richard Simunek richardsimunek@gmail.com
Reach Dr. Mike Woods at mwoods@hps.k12.ok.us
You can watch this program on The All About Hennessey 
Facebook page, YouTube Channel, AllAboutHennessey.com, 
or listen to it on any of your favorite podcast apps.

http://allabouthennessey.com
https://youtu.be/Q6lhN1VZEfE
mailto:richardsimunek@gmail.com
mailto:mwoods@hps.k12.ok.us
http://AllAboutHennessey.com
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UPCOMING SCHOOL EVENTSUPCOMING SCHOOL EVENTS

I M P O R T A N T  H E N N E S S E Y 
S C H O O L  D A T E S

Wednesday, April 28 
12:00pm 
Senior award assembly 
in Auditorium and 
Bachelorette practice 1:00 
- 3:00 in the Auditorium

Sunday, May 2  
3:00pm 
Baccalaureate - 
Auditorium & Seminar 
Room

Tuesday, May 4  
8:00 am - 3:00pm 
Graduation prep in 
Seminar room AM & 
Eagle Event center- all day

Wednesday, May 5 
AP Literaure test -Eagle 
Event Center conference 
room

Thursday, May 6 
AP History testing - Eagle 
Event Center conference 
room

Sunday May 9  
2:00pm
Graduation in Eagle 
Event Center

THANK YOU FROM HENNESSEY SOFTBALL BOOSTERS

Hennessey Softball Boosters and Hennessey Softball Association 
would like to thank our coaches that have given of their time this year 
for our Ladies - Coach Lee Linsenmeyer Coach Lisa Bossa and Coach 
Matthew Fuksa! Special thanks to Coach L for helping us improve 
our field complex which needed a LOT of work - new grass, dirt work, 
fencing, foul poles, score board, batting cages.  Our booster club and 
community association have taken off as well! Please come out and 
cheer on our Little Ladies as we host our first tournament this coming 
weekend! Our fields will be busy - Be on the look out for more info 
as the weekend approaches! Also, don’t forget about Senior Night - 
tomorrow! See you at the fields! 🥎🥎
#LadyEagles

Wednesday, April 21
11th grade State History Test

Wednesday, April 21
State Testing (grades 3-8)

Wednesday, April 21
5 – 8pm HS Baseball vs Chandler 
(V/JV) Home

Thursday, April 22
HS Softball Districts

Thursday, April 22
OSSAA State and Ensemble Contest

Thursday, April 22
State Writing Test (grades 5 & 8)

Thursday, April 22
5 – 7pm
HS Baseball vs Chisholm (V/JV) Away

Thursday, April 22
5 – 7pm
JH Baseball vs Blackwell (V/JV) Home

Friday, April 23
HS Softball Districts

Friday, April 23
Early Release

Friday, April 23
HS Baseball vs Newkirk/Cashion (A) Cashion

Friday, April 23
9am – 2pm
JH Track @ Cherokee

Saturday, April 24
State FFA Interscholastics

Saturday, April 24
9am – 2pm
HS Track @ Luther

Sunday, April 25
Cheer Banquet

Monday, April 26
Boys Golf Qualifier @ Kingfisher

Monday, April 26
HS Baseball vs Blackwell (H)

Monday, April 26
Boys Golf Qualifier @ Kingfisher

Monday, April 26
HS Baseball vs Blackwell (H)

Monday, April 26
HS Cheer Tryouts

Monday, April 26
5 – 7pm
JH Baseball vs Newkirk (V/JV) Away

Tuesday, April 27
HS Cheer Tryouts

Tuesday, April 27
State FFA Convention
Tuesday, April 27
Girls Golf Regional @ Hennessey

Tuesday, April 27
State Testing (grades 3-8)

Tuesday, April 27
4:30 – 6:30pm JH Baseball vs OKC 
Broncos (V/JV) Home

Hennessey Eagles Speech and Debate after moving forward in the 
first rounds of State preliminaries These Eagles competed in the 
State Finals and placed well
In DEX.
Ashland Crites: 3rd in DEX.
Jaden Matthews: 4th in DEX.
Ronny Robles: 5th in DEX.
Ashland Crites and Milisa Heskett: State quarter-finalists in CX Debate

Congratulations to Mr. Parker and the entire Eagle team that 
competed this year In tournaments, Regionals and State.

EAGLES SPEECH AND DEBATE TEAM MAKE 
FIRST ROUNDS OF THE STATE PRELIMINARIES

http://allabouthennessey.com
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